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INTRODUCTION. 
THE following pages being 

the ſubſtance of a letter from tlie 
Author to a Relation; her family, 
with the concurrence of ſeveral 
friends, apprehended they con- 
tained much inſtruction and en- 
couragement to the Chriſtian Tra- 
veller, who may have “put his, or 
her hand to the plough; ;” that, bow- 
ing under the earlieſt impreſſions 
.of the overſhadowing power of 
the Moſt High, they may become 
attentive to the Shepherd's voice, 


and all within them be humbled i in 
A 2 


4.4 of 
ſubmiſſion to his requirings—and, 
like the Writer of theſe memoirs, 
having purchaſed an inheritance 
in righteouſneſs, be ſo watch- 
ful, as not to let go their hold; 
but attend to the injunction of the 
Wiſe Man, © Buy the truth—and 
| fell it not.” As alſo— that thoſe 

who have been favoured with a 
birthright in our ſociety, may 
prize their privilege; ſeeing the 
inſtance before us is a proof, 
among the many, of the difficul-! 
ties and trials thoſe have to paſs 
through, who are called out of the 
world to be faithful labourers in 
the heavenly vineyard. 


"FI 
From the following lively ſpe= 
 cimen, it is to be regretted, that 
no further documents are to be ; 
found of the religious progreſs of 
this our dear departed Friend, 
who lived and died, reſpeſted 5 
and beloved. 


THE 


TESTIMONY OF THE FRI ENDS, 
Of the Quarter! 5 Meeting of Stafrdlire 


HELD BY ADJOURNMENT; AT LEEK, THE 
THIRD OF' THE FIFTH MONTH) 1770. 


— 
* 


Rs n 1 
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MaxcaretT Lucas, of Leek, 


was educated in the national wor- 


ſhip; and, being religiouſly in- 
clined in her youth, ſtrictly con- 

formed to the external rites and 
ceremonies thereof 1 which, find- 


ing unavailing to obtain that 
peace of ſoul ſhe ſought after, 


was engaged to frequent our 


meetings; in which ſhe perſevered, 


amidſt the oppoſition and cruel 


treatment of her relations. 
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For ſeveral years ſhe appear- 


ed, at times, in a few words, to 
the ſatisfaction of friends; and, 
whilſt. of ability, was a diligent 
attender of our meetings; and 
ſometimes. under much weakneſs 
and infirmity of body; | and exem- 
plary in obſerving the time ap- 
pointed, With becoming com- 
poſure and reſignation of mind, 
ſhe ſubmitted to the ſeverity of a 
long and painful diſorder; and 


calmly departed this life the 24th, 


and was interred in friends bury- 
ing-ground at Leek, the 26th of 


th month, 1769, _ near 68 


years. 
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AN ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


| CONVINCEMEN 15 Sc. 


FI 


MARGARET LUCAS. 


1 1 WAS born in the year 1701, in Fleet. 


ſtreet, London; my father's name was 


at the corner of Fetter-lane. I was the 
youngeſt of fourteen children, and my 
mother died when I was one year and a 
half old; after which my father removed 
to Lambeth, to the houſe called Vaux- 
hall, where he erected a pot houſe; there 
my father married a ſecond wife, who, 
dying before him, left two children; my 
father himſelf died when I was about 
ſeven years old, leaving ſix orphans, two 
of them younger than myſelf, having no 
other relation chat we knew of, except my 
| | B- 


James Brindley, who kept a China ſhop = 


0 
aunt, who was my father's ſiſter, _ 


married my preſent uncle, the perſon 


hereafter mentioned. My father dying 
without a will, left things in diſorder, 


and Elias Turner, Who was one of the 


three directors of the South Sea Compa- 
ny. proving himſelf my father's. greateſl 
from Leek, and adviſed him to ſtand guar- 
dian for us, Three of us, at my father's 
death, were under the care of his houſe- 
| keeper, then wife to one of his clerks, 


She was very careful over us, and brought 
us up, ttriQly in the Proteſtant religion: 


My eldeſt ſiſter, being weakly, lived, 


much with my aunt in the country, ex- 
cept in the time of her education; and 
my little brother and ſiſter were brought 
down by my aunt, on; her return, from, 
viſiting us chyldre!,, after my, father's. 
death; but the little boy did not live long. 
| My uncle had a mind, at this. time, to 
have had me down alſo, ſaying that, upon 
ſeeing my innocent amuſements, he had 
1 . 


LF" 
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& particular reſpe& for me; but Elias 


Turner would not conſent to it, and I, 


with my brother and ſiſter, was continu- 


ed under the care of the houſe. keeper 
ſome | years longer. My uncle at times 
repeating his deſire to have us with him, 
and it being left to wy choice, 1 in the 
year 1713 1 came down. ; | 


* had conctivel the country 4 a more 


| delightful place than I at firſt thought it, 
and expreſſed to the maid, that accom. 
| panied me, my diſtatisfaction and dilap- 


pointment. She ſtaid with me till the re- | 
turn of the coach, and left me a little 
rad; yet was iny uncle and aunt full öf 
i6ve towards me, and 1 was careful 6 
my expreſſions on the different ſituation 
was in; but whit added at this juncturè 
to my grief, was the behaviour of my. 
eldeſt ſiſter, who, before my coming 
down, I did not remember to have ſeen, 
She gave my uncle ſo much uneaſineſs, 
that he ſent het out of towil, and, though 


"= 


AY 

he ſtrove to prevent it, ſhe married hig 
apprentice, and never was re- admitted to 
his houſe while I lived there. On 

| occaſion of this, and the irkſome- 
neſs of my ſituation, my uncle thought 
proper to board me at ſchool, though not. 
altogether on account of my learning, 7; 
for I was then thought dexterous at my 
needle beyond moſt of my years; and in- 
deed I have obſerved in myſelf, that 
from a child there was a flexibility in 
my temper, which, as the ſoftened wax, 
ſeemed fit for impreſſion and improve- 
ment. My uncle concluded 1 might 
meet with ſomething there to improve on 
and divert my mind, though I conceal. 
ed my ſorrow to the beſt of my power; 
he took me to Governeſs Hide's, in or- 
der to board me there; yet it thus fell 
out: There lived in Smythy Door, Man- 
"cheſter, a widow whoſe huſband died 
ſome pounds in my facher s books, and 
| my unclecalling for the money, and tell. 
ing hex whoſe daughter I was, ihe ſaid, 


(3) 15 
kr hie pleaſed, ſhe"would: böard me, and 
F might go to ſehool 26 à day ſcholar, 
My uncle © enquired ite her charges 
ter, and adviſed with' one Nichols, à | 
yarn merchant, in the Deäanſgate, who 


adviſed my uncle to accept the proffer, 


telling me, his houſe, if J did not like the 
other, ffrould be my home; and here to 
be ſure T abus f 151 wine A 1 


_—_ 
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"My f uncle Raid with 15 a few ae 
and then left me with the widow anf her 
daughter, the only child'the had. IEE. 
ed my place very wel, being 1 much more 
agreeable to me than Leek. This widow 
and her daughter were Preſbyteriains, 
but my uncle ordered me my libefty, 
and that I ſhould' go to church, which 
ſhe never forbid, though ſhe was very 
tritt in her own way of worſhip, and 
Kept good orders in the houſe, with fa- 
mily prayer night and morning, which 
I never abſented myſelf from, and 1 All 

BD. 3 7 


7 6 Y 
remember the pleaſure which the books 
I read, the repetition of my chatechiſm, 
and thoſe. forms of prayer adapted to my 
years, then gave me; always eſteeming 
thoſe I ee to be religious. 


go dal at a till the latter end 
of the year, and ſpent the winter agree. 
ably both to my uncle and myſelf. In 
the ſpring he took a journey to London, 
and as my younger ſiſter had been 
brought from thence young, he thought 
fit to take her with him for her i improve: 
ment, and there ſhe ſtaid four years, 
Though I was left at my uncle's as by 
myſelf, I did not regret the loſs of theſe. 
two. ſiſters, who were indeed but as 
ſtrangers to me, and amends were fully 
made by my uncle at his return, in bring 
ing my other ſiſter, with whom I had 
| lived under the care of our houſekeeper, 
doun to ſee me. This gave me, as it 
were, new life again, for the month that 
me ſtaid with us; but her departure went 


(7) 
very hard with me; and my uncle, who 
ever ſought (before I went to meeting) 
to make me happy, according to his no- 
tion; propoſed to take me to Mancheſter 
again, This was pleaſing to me, and 
the widow received me kindly. She ne- 


' veraſked me to go to chapel, yet I many 


times went at pleaſure, and have ſince | 
found occafion to remember what I met 


with there. I ftaid with her till the 


town was in confuſion about tory and 
whig; and as ſhe was afraid of the conſe- 


' quence, ſhe deſired my uncle to fetch 


me home, 


TI was now paſt thirteen, and quite re- 
conciled to my ſtation, growing in my 
uncle and aunt's favour, and in love to- 
wards them. They punctually fulfilled 
their promiſe, that I ſhould want for no- 
thing that was fit for me to have, and 
there coming a dancing-maſter, though 1 
had learned that performance at London, 
my uncle ſent me to him with others, it 


(B 1 
being a diverſion which (as I was very 
agile) they ſaid I was fit for, and indeed 
it Was an ee I was yo fond of. 


When Thad vaſt fouttctn, my brother 
came down to fee me, and my uncle, fill 
fludyibg my improvefnent, Tent 1 me to 
learn writing, to the paſtry, and (on the 
return of wy ſaid maſter) to the dancing 
ſchool again. This gave me a large ac- 
quaintance, and as I had acquired, from 
the teachings of my London maſter, a 
different air, as they term it, I generally 
went off with applauſe ; and this ſeem- 
ed not leſs pleaſing to my uncle and 
aunt, than to myſelf. He often ſhewed 
his fondneſs for. me at my return, taking 
me to his knee, aſking if there was any 
thing wanting in my dreſs, which my 
acquaintance had, and I had a mind ta 
have, ſaying he would buy it for me; 
but his love prevented my much aſking, 
for no ſ6oner did he ſee a new mode than 
he mentioned it; nor do 5 know that 1 


(.9 J 


ever aſked him for any thing by which 


he was ſo 1 diſpleaſed as to deny it me. 


I was now paſt fifteen, and there com- 
ing two ſinging maſters, who taught to 


bing pſalms by notes, my uncle ſent me 


to them. I went with many more, hav- 


ing great delight therein, as alſo in the 
worſhip of God, as I had been taught. 


Here I cannot but obſerve, how many 


different inventions there are, to divert 


the minds of youth from opportunities 


of ſeeking after the one thing needful ; 


yet it was in the midſt of theſe hurries 
that 1 began to make reflections in my- 
ſelf concerning the clergy, and to ac- 
count them worthy of double honour; 
eſteeming them moſt happy, as their em- 
ployment led them in their devotion to- 
wards God; and therefore concluded 
they had a peculiar advantage in the 
myſteries of divine things, and a more 


thorough. knowledge of the Lord, and 


his ways to man; often ſaying to my ſelf, 


> | ( 1 o ) 
and others, if I had been a boy I would 
have been of their cloth, (and brought 
up, as my brother was deſigned by my fa- 
ther to have been, at the Uniyerfity \ 


About this time ſome particular per- 
ſons ſought my company, by way of 
courtſnip; but it would by no means take 
with me, I keeping myſelf much reſerv- 
ed on that account, and going on in a 


moſt earneſt purſuit of my duties, as I had 


been taught, it proved 3 a comfort to * 
uncle * aunt, 


When about ſixteen, my uncle made 


me an aſſiſtant in the family, and on the 
firſt days, I not only read and gave out 
the pſalms, but alſo the family prayers, 


when my uncle was from home, or 11 


way indiſpoſed, ſo that now I ſtood hig 

in their favour, both with reſpełt to their 
religious and temporal enjoyments ; and 
indeed, I have many times ſince thought 


'of my diſtreſſed uncle as ſimilar to Mi- 


-_ 


"+ 11 ) 

cah, who, we read, thought himſelf bleſt 
when he had conſecrated. the Levite for 
his prieſt ; but, alas! how ſoon, did. the 
prieſt, not only leave Micah, but take 
away his image: ſo, though I ſtole, not 
my uncle's god, yet I*broke his peace, 
and left him to contemplate the uncer- 
tiinty of that delight we fix on tranſient 

objeRs, 0 


My uncle now intending my adyangos. 
ment, as he ſaid, would leave his own 
little, though convenient, houſe, to take 
a larger, for the. better accommodation 

_ of me and my acquaintance, of which. I 
| had a great number; he little ſuſpecting 
this. removal deſtined, to oyerthrow his 
purpoſed happineſs; but ſo it was, This N 
houſe ſtood oppoſite the leach gates of 
the church, ſo, called, where I was fre- 
quently reminded of the mortality of the 
body. and was thereby ſtruck with many 
„ſerious refleflions on the ſtate of eters, 


. - 


i 
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As I lived ſo near, I often waited up- 
on the corpſe to the grave, muſing in 
myſelf how it muſt be with the deceaſed - 
in the hour of death ; for, though I had 
often heard that ſentence pronounced, 
by the prieſt, in which it is ſaid, © we 

commit the body to the ground, (note) 

in ſure and certain hope of the reſurrec- 
tion to eternal life; yet, upon the ſtrict. 
eſt review, I could not find I had any 
evidence of that hope abiding in me; 
and though my reaſonings would have 
led me to conclude it was an immediate 
gift of God to the ſoul at the time of de- 

Parture, yet my eſteem for the clergy 

led me to believe, that it was an aſſur- 

ance given to them, and that the people 
muſt build their hope thereon. But ſtill 
my uneaſineſs was not to be ſo allayed, 
for that foundation was ſo ſhaken, that 
my faith could not ſtand thereon, and I - 
ſtill grew uneaſy ; but although it was 
ſuch a myſtery to my natural conceive 


ings, that I could not fathom it; yet did 


é— 


(a) 


2 believe i it was a matter neceſſary for a 


hriſtian to find, while in health, the bet- / 


ter to ſupport his illneſs, and help him to 


ſubmit himſelf to the will of God in his 


death; and ſurely my ſoul was at this time 


under a weighty preſſure, and although 


I was then ignorant what it was, I have 
ſince believed it was no leſs than the _ 


drawings of the Father's love; yet as the 
natural. man diſcerneth not the things 


that be, of God, ſo he knoweth not 

Vhere to ſeek them. I was now increaf- 
ingly fervent in my prayers, thinking 1 

wanted that zeal which I ſaw in others, 1 
made new additions to my private, and 


waited with attention on my public de- 
votions; and ſometimes went on with vi- 
"_ in the ee | of del exerciſes. | 


An the Celiac year of my age 


there came a biſhop to the town, in or- 


der for a confirmation, which I thought 
was a ſingular good for me, for from that 


I conceived a ſteadier hope and faith in 


N 


Ti) 


Chrif would ſeize upon my ſoul, enters. 
_ taining thoughts, that there was a peculi- - 
ar power given to this high and holy 
function, from which I was to reap. that 
which was divine; and ſurely I may ſay, 
I doubt not but the Inviſible Being look- 
ed with compaſſion on the fervent deſire 
of my ſoul, and viewed the reverential 
awe, in which, my mind, as well as my 
body, kneeled to receive the earneſſ. of 

my wiſh; and I know that my behaviour, 
both before, at, and after that time, was. 


taken notice of by. my relations and in- 
timates. 


a little while after, my. uncle. aſked. 
what I: thought of receiving the ſacra- 
ment. I told him I did not believe it was 
proper for ſo young · perſons to adven- 
ture; for, as it is ſaid, thoſe who re- 
ceive it unworthily, do procure to them- 


ſelves damnation; I durſt not receive it. 


He told me of ſome that were as young 


as myſelf, and whom he thought as unſit; 


- 


(43) 

I told him I knew it, but they ſeemell 
to exalt themſelves amongſt their com- 
panions on account of that, which 1 
Aurſt not, in the greateſt humility, par- 
take of; neither did Ind, that my faith 
was ſufficiently ripe to comprehend the 


myſtery betwixt the outward bread and 


vine, and the : body and SO. of Cluiſt, 


Here ! beten to Tag in my boper of 
wy having received any benefit by the 
Haying on of the biſhop's hand, and whit 
if 1 ſay, I ſtaggered not only at one thing 
or two, but at all that I had done on a re- 
Tgivus account. Did I now believe there 
was bo God? Oh no! but 't6 my inex- 
preffible grief, I could not nnd how to 


'worſhip him, ſo as to prove my own ac- 


ceptance, or the aſſurance that I longed 
for, nor could my ſoul rel rien pc it. 
IN £5 4 20 FF 8 
Rete had 1 kboufed in mY Wel. 
tions, ſpent all my hopes, and as à perſon 
quite fatigued, fitting down, was made 
. C8 
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to bear ſach a miortification as 1 had 
never before known; to ſee myſelf 


dwindling away from that, which I 


thought was moſt expedient for me to 
be exerciſed in, and that my performances 


were no more than ſo many fleeting com- 


forts continually waſting in their fruition. 


At laſt ſo heavily went I on, that I be- 


gan to be weary of them, and willing to 


leave the burden I had contraſted in my 


own will. I found enough to do to go 


on with them in their courſe, for I found 
I had got them only by tradition. This 
vas a cloſe time, wherein I was far from 


exaltation of any kind, for it was to me 


| hard drawing on without faith, which 1 
now concluded was the immediate gift 


of God. Under this belief I had to cry 
like the | aa Publican, © Lord have mer- 


cy on me;” and my ſoul was more juſti- 


fied from. theſe breathings, than it had 
ever been i in all the weariſome labours . 


| I bad engaged i in. But the enemy, who 


Is ever near to damp the good in üs, 
' "troubled me with many of his fuggeſ- 
rions, that it could never be the way to 
ettain to happineſs, to difcharge myfelf 
of the wotſhip due to God for his fa- 


vours;- yet the more 1 gave way to the 


thoughts of flinging myſelf on the mercy 
of God, the more alſo I foufd a hope 


to ſpring within my ſoul, that the Lord 


would point out a way for me. This 


drew me itt farther from afl eeremo- 


ales, and gave my mind fuck a turn from 
thoſe diverſions I once took delight in, 

that my uncle and aunt took notice of it, 

andealled it melanchohy. Hut it was, to 
be fure, a deep ſolidiry of thought, as not 
knowing ' in what manrier or path k 
mauld be directed, how I ſhould recover 


# proper ſenſe of my afflictions, or obtain 


_ & ſativfaftory aſſurance. This penſive- 
neſs: my uncle and aunt uſed their en- 
deavours to prevent, and aſted my ac« 
Fadintance'to' viſit me oſtener; but'their 


comply fo eee ae not my taſte? * 


3 


reer 


{ a$ }) 

thoſe nights, that were ſpent in what I 
had once thought innocent amuſements, 
were now made. to procure dull morn- 
ings, and my deſire of being alone, with 
the fatigue of ſo much hurry, put me on 
thoughts of ſhunning the occaſions. I 
therefore deſired my uncle to let me go 
out as a waiting-maid; but they weuld 

not hear of parting with me. | 


I being then paſt eighteen, we heard 
| that S. Taylor was about ſelling off her 

. ſhop, and going to live at Stafford. I de- 
ſired my uncle to buy it for me, think- 
ing that ſuch an employment might 
abate the perplexities I was in. I was 
then a ſtranger to her, and my uncle, 
who liked this propoſal better than the 
firſt, being ever ready to pleaſe me, ſent 
for her, and in a little time after, agreed 
that I ſhould have the goods, and be 
with her at times for my better informa- 
tion of the buſineſs and cuſtomers. This 
gave that family and me our firſt ac- 


| " TW _- : 
Auaintance, though I had not the leaſt 8 
thought at that time that ever I ſnould have 
changed my name in reſpect to religion. | 
Hence, however, many imagined , my 
| perſuaſion aroſe, of which I ſhall touch 
upon in its more proper place. I went 
at my own conveniency, according to 
our agreement, ſtill keeping my exerciſe 
to myſelf; nor did I remark any thing 
particular in my new acquaintance, their 
more private exerciſes lying hid, as well 
as my Own. 


.. When the time came that I was to en- | 
ter the ſhop, my uncle had ſo good an 
opinion of the Quakers, that he left the 
appraiſing of the goods entirely to her. 
I till boarded with him, and made it a 
conſtant rule to go directly home at. 
night, when. I ſhut the ſhop, and thus 
ſhunned my former aſſociates: the day I 
ſpent in buſineſs, and part of the nights 
in much thought, the deſire of my ſoul 
increaſing after that revival of hope, 


( -o ) 

which, as my little faith in what is called 
the ſervice of God, ſtill diminiſhed, 1 
found at times drawing me nearer to a 
reliante on him, and a patient eurer 
Nos: what might follow. 


Being about nineteen, we FRO an 
account of the death of my ſiſter Lydia, 
for whom our family went into mourn- 
ing, and I not only mourned in clothes, 
but in heart, for I lobed her more dearly 
than any ſiſter I had, and may truly fay 5 
her death added to the weight of my ex- 
erciſe, as well as to my belief, that it 
was requiſite for me to know'my own 
election to be ſure ; and, oh! the diſtreſs 
that I here was in! when I looked upon 
myſelf and others, to fee them poſting 
on with cheerfulnefs in the reſpectire 
duties of their religion, and myſelf not 
only barren in my deſires thereof, but 
my ſoul fo oppreſſed in the performance, 
that I could neither aſſiſt my uncle, nor 
myſelf that way, Thoſe | that have 


,"- "0 1 b 
| known the activity of nature, can beſt 
judge of my ſtate here, when my uncle, 
who uſed to ſhew me a deal of indul. 
gence, fignified how joyed he was in my 
ſo good behaviour; ſaying, he could 


ſcarcely go into any ſort of company, 
but they were ſpeaking in my commend- 


ation. It was, indeed, a thing very pleaſ- 
ing to my kind uncle, who told me a 
little after, he would have me be pru- 
dent, for, ſays he, there are thoſe eyes 


upon you that you are not aware of; and 
1 believe he was then, in his own 


thoughts, near having his ambition con- 


cerning me gratified, which was, to ſee 


me happily ſettled in the world, and I 


conclude, that at this time, the parents 


of my aſſociates had generally a reſpeC& 
for me; for, although 1 was of a briſk and 
lively diſpoſition, yet was I, through the 
_ goodneſs of God, preſerved from that 
which was immadeſt or profane, and 


kept within the bounds of what is termed 
innocent behaviour and good breeding, 


. 
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This engaged many; that had daughters. 
to encourage my company. But how 
ſoon did. I fee a turn in theſe affairs! 
for that which ſurely ought to have xarl- 
ed me higher i in their eſteem, now ſeem- 
ed to prove my overthrow therein. So 
true it is, that the greater like, once 
turned, proves the greater diſlike· But 
to go on: I could no longer remain undet 
the cloud of inſenſibility ; for the Day 
Spring from on high viſited me, and the 
veil was fo far rent, that I faw the work 
of God was in the ſecret of my heart, 
and that a OW CY mult have 
_ __ | , 
e ee I had bernd ab 
Quakers recommend people to mind 
that of God in themſelves, and to follow 
the teachings of the Spirit. This I 
thought looked ſomething ſuitable to my 
condition ; and indeed my mind ſeemed 
preſſed to look at their doctrine again. 
In order to chis, as I was not OY to 


( ug J | 


de taken notice of, I went out between 


allowed: by the moſt. tri, to take off 
any: drowſineſs: that might hang.on the 
mind; and: unfit it for the ſupport: of 


being one of good ſpirits, and: before L 
knew ethe want of faith in my way: of 


my diverſions lively, and in my works 
0 induſtrious; yet here did I take this frees: 

1 dom; becauſe: the meeting lay in my 
way, where I had a mind to inform my: 
ſelf, and as I paſſed: by the gate, would, 
make a ſtop; but if E heard no voice, E 
ſdon went off; but if any one was ſpeak 
ing, I uſually ſtepped within the door, 


who ſat in the body of the meeting: I. 


cauld, ſand ſorely- I have to ſay the Lordi 


the times of ſervice, as though I would 
walk. This was. an exerciſe that was 


their evening devotions. Though this 
was not what I had'a real neceſſity for, 


worſhip, was in my devotions zealous, in 


the little end being, as I' then thought, a 
good ſhelter to me from the eyes of thoſe: 


uled to make theſe viſits as often as: II 


— — ͤ— 


1 


was very condeſcending, and gave me 
2 more clear underſtanding than ever I 
ad found within myſelf at the other 


meetings I had been at, and which, from 
our houſe being ſo near, I had opportuni- 
ties of. My intentions were good in re- 
ſpe& to theſe freedoms, and I uſed to 
ſtay as long as I durſt for time, then 
take a turn down the next field, and ſo 


to my worſhip again; whereby to be ſure 
I proved the effect which the different 


doctrines had on me, the former an- 


ſwering to the hope of that juſtification I 
have before ſpoken of, and the latter 
fruitleſs and dull; yet ſo far did I pro- 
ceed in the repeating of theſe trials, that 


I plainly faw it was with me like thoſe 


that are hard to believe the things they 
would not have to be true ; but ſo cloſe 


did the truth and mercy of God follow 


me, that I found judgment in myſelf 
from the hand of the Almighty, for per- 


ſiſting in that which gave me not the 


| leaſt ſatisfaRion. Here, how willingly 


T2 


. would I have retained this old profeſſion, 


that I had been brought up in from my 
childhood; and wasas dear to my natural 


deſires as Iſhmael was to Abraham. But 


I ſaw it muſt not remain, and therefore 


J made a ſtop, and refuſed to go to 
church, ſo called, which my aunt would 
know the meaning of. 


I had ſignified e my unea- 


fneſs to my ſiſter, who was coming 


down from London again, and ſhe had 


told my aunt that I favoured the Quakers, 
and did not intend to go to church. 
| - This greatly incenſed her, and ſhe left 
me, ſaying, ſhe would fetch out the par- 


ſon and people to carry me in. But ſo 
far had truth wrought with me, thpt 1 
found I muſt not only venture that, but | 
alſo ſtruggle againſt the oppoſitions 
which Lelt within ts | 


* The teig night was Gra in 
more confuſion than common, and the 


„ 
next day my uncle and aunt went to the 
parſon's, and ſometime after ſent for me; 


He looked on me with ſurpriſe, ſignifying. 
his great miſtake in one whom he had | 
© thought ſo religious and ſo good an ex- 


ample to others; for I was; indeed, a con- 


ſlant: attender upon thoſe called Saint's 
days, as well as other times ſet apart for 
worſhip. He aſked me how long I had 


been uneaſy. I told him a great while, and 
could not find that, in any thing I could 
do, I had any real ſatisfaction. He ſigni- 


fed that a perſeverance in thoſe duties. 


had been inſtrufed in, was the only way, 
and would, no doubt, bring on chat ſa- 
tisfaction I ſpoke of., But, ſays he, your 


uncle is afraid you are a going to be a 


Quaker. I anſwered, I believe: not; 
though 1 have met with that ſatisfaction 
from their preaching, which I never met 
with elſe where. He ſaid, that was no 
more than a deluſion of the grand enemy 
of our ſouls; and then ſet forth how 
dangerous a- thing it Was for young pers 


„ 
ſons either to go to hear them, or read 
their books; ſayingitheirs were ſeducing, 
erroneous principles, and he would have 
me promiſe, never to hear them any 
more. 15 PY 


Many heavy things he ſaid of them, 
and aſked me particularly about the fa- 
mily of the Taylors; theſe I could juſt- 
ly clear, and ſaid, that neither they nor 
any other perſon had ever endeavoured 
to inſinuate their principles, or turn mo 
from one profeſſion to another. He then 
faid, if I would deſiſt from hearing them, 
or reading their books, I might do well, 
and through the continuance of my du- 
ties, and good company, might overcome 
my uneaſineſs: indeed, he ſaid ſo much 
againſt the perſuaſion of the Quakers, 
that, what with the reſpe& I had for the 
_ clergy, and the indifference I found in 
myſelf tothe formalities, as I then term · 
ed the cuſtoms of the ſaid people, I ſeeme 
& xelolved never to go to hear them. 
D 2 
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again; faying, and that very truly, I 
would never be a Quaker, if I could 
help it: nor was I one till the deſire of 
my ſoul after peace could be no other 
way ſatisfied; and no one could wreſtle 
more to eſcape it than I did, as the fol- 
IR account will ſhew ; 


Such now were my childiſh conceive 
ings, that though I bad witneſſed the 
work of God to be among them, yet 1 
thought, could I but come to a poſſeſſion 
of that which they preached, and which 
I found a favour of in my heart, it would 
not then matter whether I attended on any 
form of worſhip or not. My uncle then 
ſaid, Mr. Leay, who was the parſon, would 
board me, and they thought very well of 
it. I under ſlood his meaning, and thank - 
ed him, but ſaid, that would only give 
the od to believe there had been a dif- 
ference amongſt us, and on condition: 
they would be eaſy, I would ſee what I 
could do in going to church again, But 
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F well remember, What a heavy trial "Y 
was; L went with ſa much indifferency, 
that it gave my uncle and aunt great un- 
oalineſs, on „ £603. 36 


Mot long er, parſbo Bennet ſei fo 
me to the widow: Brueton's ; he alfo ex- 
preſſed himſelf furpriſed at his being ſa 
miſtaken in me, ſaying, had it happened | 
ſa with many others, he ſhould not have. 
wondered half ſo much. We being more 
equal and intimate, I eould be more free 
with him; he aſked me if I was for be- 
ing a Quaker ; I ſaid, I do not know, yet 
E believe not. Why, faid he, they deny the 
Scriptures ! I ſaid if they do, 1 promiſe 
you I will never own them, but I know- 
| they do not. Why then, fai@ he, they: 
. wreſt them to their own deſtruction, and 
they deny baptiſm. I ſaid they do of wa- 
ter, but they preach a baptiſm. Ves, ſaid 
he, and a ſtrange one- too; put your fin- 
ger into that fire, a fire being in the 

dom, and ſee how you ean bear that 


( 30 ). 

baptiſm. This filled; my mind with in- 
dignation, and I ſaid, no, I ſcorn it; for I 

believe they no more mean elementary 
fire, than the baptiſm of elementary wa- 

ter. At this time I may conclude that 

| neither he nor I knew that myſterious 
| baptiſm, which my ſoul has at times: 

1 ſince experienced. He went fluently 
| on reſpekting the principles of the Qua- 

| | kers, ſetting ſome of them forth as 
| quite ridiculous, and told me, if I could. 
not believe him, he would lend me ſome 

of their own writings. I thanked him, 
ſaying, I was not in a diſpoſition to read 

the ſentiments of any one profeſſion ; 

and to be ſure I was not, for even the 

| ſcriptures themſelves, in which 1 had 
been ſo converſant, and took delight, 
ſeemed now to me of little moment; 

and ſo great was my ſeparation from all 

duties, that I found nothing left to truſt 
in, but God alone, But to return, 1 
ſaid, I cannot judge them by their writ. - 
ings, but I was aſſured they were ſo far 


„ 1 
in the right that, as God was a ſpirit, he, 
muſt be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. 
He ſaid but little after, only, if you 
have got a notion of the ſpirit, you are 
paſt hopes. 4 


* 


The uneaſineſs of our family was now 
no longer a ſecret, my intimates, one af- 
ter another, would accoſt me by the 
name of flat- cap, friend, or deridingly 
alk, does the ſpirit move thee?. with 
which, and ſuch other mockeries, I muſt 
ſay my natural inclination was much 
buffeted, and now the ſtorm began to be 
more boiſterous, both within and with. _ 
out; my acquaintance abroad and my re- 
lations at home; but above theſe, the 
enemies of my own houſe, Who were 
always ready, at each difficulty I met 
with, to turn the balance- againſt my 
{mall hope, and by inſinuating the ne- 
ceſſity of my being cautious, and delibe- 
rate in my proceedings, had run me ſuch 
o length in trying to go on in the way 


0C av. } 

that T was trained in, that the righteous 
Judgments of the Almighty ſeized my 
foul again, and in fo weighty a manner, 
that it made that heart, which uſed to 
ſpring with joy at the chiming of tha. 
bells, now to fear; that ſoul, which uſed _ 
to approach the conſecrated houſe with 
reverence, now trembled at the entrance; 
and thoſe ſteps, that uſed to advance to- 
wards the pew with pleaſure, loſt their. 
former activity, and nothing but horror 
and darkneſs enſued, in the room of the 
once delightful ſcenes of prayer and 
Fair unto God. 


Oh! ſurely I have enough to remind 
myſelt of here, without particularizing 
the afflictions, which the anxious defire . 
ol my kind uncle and aunt, for my eter- £ 
Tal welfare, produced. Such, I believed 
it was, and therefore endeavoured ta, 
bear them with ſubmiſſion and reſigna- 
tion, as proceeding from a principle of 
| loves indeed, I did all in my power to 


(7 

allay their trouble: the loſs of their reſk 
and appetite, and the continual diſquiet 
of their minds, being a cauſe of real 

grief to me, under which, the little com- 
fort that I could find within myſelf was, 
that I was not acceſſary to it any farther 
than by ſtudying to find the anſwer of a 
good conſcience towards God, and an aſ- 
ſurance of that which might go with me 
beyond the grave : but this I could not 
find, in the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of 
my mind, notwithſtanding which, I ſecret- 
ly longed to hear the Quakers once more, 
and muſt account it a peculiar favour, 


that there came a young woman from 


Newcaſtle to viſit us; as my uncle kept 

a ſtrict eye over me, that I might have 
no opportunity of gratifying my de- 
fire; ſhe was a ſtranger to our un- 
_eaſineſs, and my mind being ſtill preſſed _ 
to hear as above, I took her out, as 
though for a walk, and when we were 
near the meeting, aſked. her if ſhe: had 
a mind to hear the Quakers; ſhe an- 


tw 
8 me willingly, yes, for, ſaid ſhe, 
there is no meeting of that people at our 


town. I am ſure, had ſhe known the 


leaſt of our family's uneaſineſs, ſhe 
might have read my confuſion in my 
looks.when I aſked her the queſtion, and 


door, and heard ſet forth the diſadvan- 
tage thoſe lay under, who halted between 
two opinions; proving, from the apoſ. 
tle's expreſſions, that a double- minded 


man is unſtable in all his ways; and 
proceeding in that doctrine, it ſurely 
reached my hope and faith, that the Lord 


would ſtill be gracious unto me. I had 
before knawn the witneſs of God that is 


placed in the heart, ſpoken to by ſeveral 


Friends, yet this unexpected teſtimony. 


vas fo adapted to my preſent circum- 
ſtance, and anſwerable to the ardent de. 
fire of my mind, of being directed to 


that path which would lead me to the 
favour of God, that by this, and our 


non-acquaintance, all prejudice was res 
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moved, and à clench' given tb the nail 
of my new ptofeſfion ; for, though 1 did 


not immdiately join the ſociety, yet as 


could not but aſſemble with ſome com. 
munity, I found it muſt be with thoſe 
whoſe -dofarine my ſoul now ſucked in; 
with a reſolution, and good intention; 


not to perſiſt any longer in a way that I 


had no faith in, but to ſubmit myſelf to 


the will of the Almighty, and to follow 
that which weaned my ſoul from a der 
pendance on formal ae 


We returned home, ſhe ſatisfied wal | 
her curiofity, and I no leſs with the 
hand of Providence in this thing; both 
filled with admiration; ſhe at the wim! 


. ſtes of the Quakers, and 1 ; at their docs 
rine} We well reſembled the two-womiett 
at the mill, the one taken with the trath . 


and the other left. I could” have con-. 


eealed Where We had been, but ſhe cbuld 


not; my unele was informed of it, yet 


did not take any notice whileſhe flaidy 


( 36 ) 
f but when ſhe was gone, he engaged him- 
ſelf in liquor, as I have reaſon to believe 


be did one night before, in orderto give 


a afuller vent to his paſſion, - otherwiſe he 


would hardly have carried it ſo far above 


his own reaſon, as to uſe me as he did, 
that according to his own words, he had 
watched occaſion to have chaſtiſed me as 
a child, yet could find no fault with me, 
- Which he thought could give him ſuffi. 


cient excuſe for ſo doing; but now ſure - 
ly he thought nothing was ſo cruel as tio 
ſuffer me to run on to my ruin, both of 


' pody and Ja. ©. 


About this time I bad put by a young 

man whom my uncle thought was likely 
to make me happy; he had propoſed to 
ſettle on me a ſufficient jointure, and my 
uncle had offered, out of his own gene- 
roſity, to advance a hundred pounds in 
addition to what I had of my own.; but 


here how different were our views, my 


uncle thought, of che advancement of 


r „ 
my body, and I was no leſs anxious for 
the welfare of my ſoul, for I could think 
of no delight but the immediate favour 
of God, and this, (as I apprehended it 
ſtood oppoſed to my new propoſals) L 
muſt e to —_— for. 5 


8 M uncle, as I have obſerved, being 
much in drink, was violent in his beha- 
viour, though I could well cover all, as to 
his intentions, one raſh expreſſion except- 
ed, which eſcaped him in the concluſion of 

that night'sdiſorder; and which I mention, 
to ſhew the reaſon of my departure from 
them, and to give an idea how it fared 
with me. He ſaid, if I ever went to the 
meeting again, he would bereave me of 
my life. I ſtood trembling, yet receiv 
ed the threat in a tender ſtate of mind, 
and I could perceive he ſuffered for it 
the next moment. My life was not 
much in my notice, neither could I be- 
lieve my uncle would execute his vow ; 
but oh! this ſeparation overwhelmed my 


"tC I } 
mind with ſorrow ; for I found, at that. 
moment, that I durſt not flinch from 
the truth with which my mind had been 
impreſſed, nor could I think of leaving 
my neareſt relations thus, 


Many thoughts revolved within me, 
and many tears flowed, under the conſi- 
deration of my - unhappy circumſtance,, 
as I then termed it. The enemy of my 
| Toul here manifeſted his malice, by ſug- 
geſling to me, how unlikely I was to 
obtain any conqueft over either myſelf 
or my relations; and that my raſh pro- 
ceedings might bring on a maſſacre, 
But here has my ſoul to commemorate 
the condeſcenſion of Divine Goodneſs, 
which, in this very low ſtate, inſpired 
my mind with ſome. encouragement ;. 
and a deſire prevailed, though I ſought. 
it not, to re-eſlabhſh my little faith, hy 
again hearing the moſt penetrating word; 
and 1 concluded it would be beſt, to mo- 
derate my uncle and aunt's paſſion, by 


( 99 ) 
returning directly back from meeting t 
my own apartment, which was furniſhed 
with a bed and ſome few neceſſaries, 
bought at my entrance upon the ſhop; T 
had hopes they would look upon my fo 
doingwith a favourable eye, and when their 


hurry was a little over, fend for me heme. 


They did not miſs me till I came from 
that meeting, and thought fit to let me 
ſtay where I was till the next. They 
then ſent a perſon to fee if I was there 
but I did not find an engagement in my- 
Telf to go, either at that time, or for 
Tome weeks after; nor was I fo much 
taken with this new fangle, as my un- 


cle called it, as to force my inclina- 


tion in the leaſt degree; for, could 1 
have indulged myſelf in the perſuaſiott, 
that one might ſerve God acceptably, 
without going to any public worſhip, I 


could, with eafe, have remained ſepas 


rate from all, This deliberation, hows 
ever, gave encouragement, as well a 
E 2 
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opportunity, for my old acquaintance 
to viſit me by turns; the younger ſort 
to ſhew their wit, by railing at what 
they called the principles of the Qua- 
kers; and the more grave, to ſet forth, 
according to their notion, the diabolical 
tenets of that people; whilſt, as one 
ſtruck dumb, I had but little to ſay in 
reply; only, at times, would ſignify that 
their doctrine beſpoke better things; but 
as I had not yet obtained knowledge, by 
a peruſal of their writings, I durſt not 
attempt, nor did I deſire, to be buſy in 
making any defence for them. My 
mind, indeed, had not hitherto inclined 
to conſult either men or books, leſt 
thereby I ſhould be ſeduced to believe 
what was not of God; for I plain- 
ly ſaw, that nothing ſhort of what 
vas ſo, would ſatisfy my ſoul; and I 
may ſay, in thankfylneſs to that Eternal 
Power, which ſtill preſerved me, their 
arguments did not abate my travail of 
jou} gtter the Divine favour; and, 


{ 4 

though I hope I never was one wiſe in 
my owti conceit, yet ſo far did the truth 
of God in the ſecret of my ſoul exalt jit- 
Telf, that I proved its influences to be 
more wiſe than all my teachers, who, at 

beſt, were but as the hammer to the nail, 
in faſtening in my ſoul the wa 

which I had received. 5 


In this ſituation, my uncle alfo vifited 
me, and the ſternneſs of his countenance 
was altered. He kindly ſignified to me, 
how hard our ſeparation was to them, 
and if I would but bind myſelf by a pro- 
miſe, that I would never be a Quaker, he 
would give me a deed of gift, that at his 
and my aunt's deceaſe, I ſhould have 
all they were worth, I anſwered him, 
if I could make fuch a promiſe, 1 
wanted no farther encouragement than 
the continuance of their love; but, oh! 
| I could not do it. We both fat and 
wept our paſſion out. My uncle mers 
tioned wy leaving them fo abruptly, but, 


« 42) 
Inſtead of inviting me home, he Agne 
he could now take no pleaſure in ſeeing 
me, without an alteration, 


In a little * ee 


Beeren! Goodneſs, which healed the 
wound my mind had been made to en- 
dure on truth's account. 


There came a young man to viſit me 
that had been a ſtudent, and had receiv- 


ed Orders with a Benefice, not one of 


the moſt thoughtful, as will appear. Af. 
ter the compliment of, Madam, how do 
you do? and I had thanked him, he ſaid, 


why I hear you are turning a Quaker. 


I anfwered, we ſometimes hear that 
which! is not altogether true; but I ſup- 
poſe what you have to ſay. Why then, 


faid he, there muſt be a great change in 
you; and a deal of ſobbing and ſighing, 


and thoutng and theeing. And pray, ſaid 


I. what have you againſt that language? 


Why, faid he, it 1s not within the line of 
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morality, or common civility; but what 
is uſed betwixt men and their beaſts, 
arid more fit to be uſed to brutes than 
men. I replied, I am very ſorry you 
thould think I have already forgotten my- 

ſelf; but 1 remember, and know, it is 
that language which we, in all our pray- 
ers, and in the Litany, put up our peti- 
tions in; therefore, take heed what you 


ſay, for, by your ſaying it is fit to be uſed 


only to brutes and beaſts, of what do you 
make your God? O, ſays he, I perceive 


you fide with the 8 yes, ſo far, 


ſaid I, as to believe that language good 
enough for man, which is uſed in ho. 
nouring of God, 


He went off, nor was it long before 
my uncle made me his ſecond viſit. As 


I now ſeemed to him at a ſtand, . 


with whom to join, he laid before me 
the profeſſion of the Preſbyterians, fay- 
ing. he would freely give me leave to 


5 join with tkem. But from the knows 
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ledge I had of thoſe people, whilſt twice 
at Manchefter, I knew they dwelt much 
upon the ſame things I was in the prac- 


tice of before; therefore was not likely 


to find with them the ſatisfaction I was 
in purſuit of, My uncle further pro- 


poſed, to take the ſhop and bear the loſs. 


he might ſuſtain in the ſelling it off, if I 
would chuſe a place agreeable to board 
at, in any other town; for he thought the 
removing me out of the way of ſhame 


and diſgrace, as he called it, might be a 
means to alter my reſolution. But the 
idea I had conceived of ſpiritual wor- 


. ſhip, was ſo fixed in my breaſt, that it 


| ſeemed to me, had I been removed to 


the uttermoſt corner of the earth, I muſt 
have carried it with me, I ſignified this 


to him, and he, much wondering at my 
fooliſhneſs, left me with ſaying, I was 


certainly bewitched. Indeed, I. myſelf 
could not, at times, but wonder what it 
was poiſed my ſoul againſt the many 


bard things I met with from others, and- 
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the ſecret temptations that daily preſent- 
ed themſelves to my own mind, which 
ſo filled it, that, in the little ſleep I got, 
I frequently dreamed of ſomething rela- 
tive to my exercilesc” . 


In one of my dreams, a man was pre- 


ſented to me, coming up to my door 


with a ſieve in his hand, and a bag. 
He fat down, and opening the bag, put 
out ſome wheat into the ſieve, I aſked 
him what he was going to do; he ſaid, 
to ſeparate the chaff from the wheat, 


Here the enemy ſhot his empoiſoned 
dart againſt that fear which lodged in 
me, and, through his infinuations, made 


me believe myſelf the chaff, blown from 
my former quietneſs, by aſpiring after the 
knowledge ofthings too high for me; and 
oh! the conſternation that my ſoul wasin, 
trom theſe aſſaults of this enemy, wha 


nov ripped up every miſcarriage of my 
| life, and all my fooliſh actions, as ſo ma · 


py witneſſes againſt me, whilſt J endea · 


1 

voured to withſtand him by repentance, 
and purpoſes of amendment, pleading 
with myſelf the juſt ground of my preſent 
Proceeding. But as I had not the evi- 
dence of my hope at my own command, 
I was obliged to ſuffer, till I was again 
revived by the mercies of a God, who 
would not break the bruiſed reed, nor 
quench the ſmoking flax. | 


In this interval, my uncle came with 
parſon Leay again, and ſtill with hopes, 
from my ſtaying at home, that they 

might gain me; but they found their 
miftake : for, though I ſaid but little, I 
was as reſolute in myſelf, to prove the 
truth as ever. We ſat down, and the 
parſon offered to take, in writing, any 
fcruples I had to make, promiſing either 
to anſwer them himſelf; or get them an- 
Twered by the biſhop. I acknowledged 
kis kindneſs; ſaying, I did not ſee how 
any one could be ſerviceable to me, for 
it was faith I wanted in the whole. He 


ſignified, it was not for 4 unlearned to 
pry into the matter of faith, but to be- 
lieve according to the canons of the 
church; going on largely in commenda- 
tion of the wiſdom and. great care there 
had been amongſt the learned fathers, 
that there might be no default or error 

in the articles of our faith; from thence 
inferring, that it was requiſite we ſhould - 
believe them. I ſignified I could not 
place my truſt in man, but had received a 
a better faith already; and that I did be- 
lieve, I ought to ſeek God for myſelf. 


He ſaid, you are obſtinate, and if you do; _ 


not take care, you will renounce your 
vow of baptiſm. I anſwered, 1 do not. 
find that troubles me; for I hold it as a 
matter of indifference, which will neis 
ther do me good nor hurt. He ſaid, you 
arg hardened; and if you perſiſt on, you 
will be damned, This ſtruck us ſilent; 

and as ſoon as I could take my looks off 
nim, I caſt them on my dear uncle, whoſe 
eyes plainly beſpoke his grief. The 
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| Parſon got up, and ſaid, you have need 
of the prayers of the congregation 1 
faid, I know I have need of the prayers 
of all good people, and deſire to have 
them. As they paſſed the ſhop, I heard 
him fay ſomething of my being quite 
loſt, and my uncle ſhook his head, and 
left me in abundance of ſorrow, 


This was a double and treble trial 
to me, for the enemy aimed his dart 
again to give the fatal blow, by inſinu- 
ating into my mind, the doctrine of elec- 
tion and reprobation; which ſtrengthen- 
ed thoſe doubtings my late converſation 
had raiſed. What had I here to do? no 
Perſon in the world to flee to, with whom 
I could entruſt my ſoul ! no book to try 
my cauſe by! the Bible itſelf being ſtill 
+ to me as if written in an unknown 
tongue! no God or Saviour at hand, nor 
even any comfortable deſire that I was 
ſenſible of! Read, in theſe expreſſions, 
the deep afflictions of my ſoul, thus ly- 


. 
ing under the tramplings of a moſt de- 
ſperate fiend ! Could I have found juſt 
reaſons for his upbraiding me with my 
| Tightneſs, it would at this time have cer- 
tainly appeared; or could I have beliey- | 
ed that God was unjuſt, and would 1 in- 
ſlict eternal puniſhment on the innocent, 
.or on a ſinner that was willing to turn 
from every evil way; I ſay, could I 
have reconciled this to his attributes of 
mercy and goodneſs, I muſt aſſuredly 
have fallen by theſe ſuggeſtions of the 
cruel deceiver, who now appeared to 
me in the moſt ſurpriſing manner; pro- 
ducing that exerciſe which, to 5 pre- 
ſent time, gives me aſtoniſhment: for, 
one night, as I lay in bed, on a ſudden, 
a voice, as I thought, audible and like 
my own, curſed the Lord, and defied 
Heaven; ſaying, now am I damned, for 
J have ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
which will never be forgiven. When 
the words were paſſed, I found myſelf N 
in a maze, and immediately flung my 
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- ſelf upon my face, cryingout, Oh, Lord! 


forgive me! but it's not me, yet, oh, Lord! 
forgive me. Thus, in confuſion, went I 
on, ſometimes. begging tor forgiveneſs, 
and denying the fabt; and when I did ſo 


far recover myſelf, as to know how I was, 


1 found myſelf, from the agony that I 


had been in, all over in a ſweat ; and the 
bed, whereon J lay, for ſome time aſter, 


ſhook with the Nrong trembling of. my 


body; and it was a. conſiderable time 
ere I could compoſe myſelf; yet when 1 
could, I found my great God did not 
accuſe me ; but encouraged the ſincerity 
of my deſire to look up to him, as God, 
who mercifully faveth thoſe that truſt 
in his providence ; and is willing to re- 


mit the. paſt tranſgreſſions of the truly 


penitent. And here did I prove my 
hope renewed, and my faith eſtabliſhed ; 
yet, even here did I ſtumble at the ho- 
nour I had been taught to give to thoſe | 
divine oracles, as I eſteemed the clergy ; 


and thought I muſt ſurely be miſtaken, 


WV 
in ſuppoſing there was no more in them 5 
than other men; nor yet could I well © 
ſtep over the ſtream of their learning, 
and ſet the illiterate, as I had been 
taught to call them, on an equal footing 
of wiſdom, with the high title of right 
reverend. Yet here did my God help 
me; thus, one evening as I ſat, low in 
mind, muſing by myſelf, the Everlaſting 
Truth ſeized upon me, in an expoſition 
of that remarkable thankſgiving of our 
Saviour, when he ſaid, * I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
wife and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
unto babes.“ This immediate favour, 
from the loving kindneſs of the Lord, 
had a vaſt influence over me; I aroſe 
from my chair, and fell upon my knees 
to receive the overſhadowings of his 


power; and ſuch was its effect, that by 


its aſſiſtance, I did let out from my ſoul, 

a ſew words in ſupplication to the Lord, 

begging a farther manifeſtation of his 
. 
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will, and his preſervation therein. This, 
I apprehend, was the moſt lively prayer 
I ever had then made. = 


When I had waited for a time on my 
knees, I remembered that I had read : 
the paſſage, yet deſired to look at it 
again. I had no Bible of my own, my 
aunt having taken it from me, telling 
me I ſhould have no uſe for it, as indeed 
I had not much till this time; yet, being 
. provided with one, I looked for the texr, 
and caſting my eye upon it, found a great 

alteration in myſelf, and cauſe to ſay, 
ſurely the Lamb of God is found worthy 
to take the book, and to open the ſeals 
thereof; and from this time I knew it 
was not in my power to read the ſcrip- 
tures in their right ſignification, but 
only as I had the key of interpretation. 
lent me, which I did now often receive, 
to my great profit and conſolation. 
Thus became I again familiar with my 
book, and prized that good companion 
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more juſtly than ever I had done in all 
my life; deſiring to be kept in the way 
I was to go; and have bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, and to be returned 
to my Father's houſe, in peace; con- 
cluding that the Lord ſhould be my 
ng whe: 


Whilſt I reſigned myſelf to his holy 
Vill, it pleaſed the Almighty to ſhew me, 
it was not right that I ſhould thus be- 
lieve, and yet live alone, without aſfem- 
bling myſelf with thoſe that I was ſatiſ- 
fied were believers in the ſame Divine 
Principle; neither do I now think it 


would have been good or right; for, Is WED 


ſure as the Lord thought proper, in his 
wiſdom, to provide helpmates for the 
| body, fo ſurely does he condeſcend to 
qualify many of his faithful ſervants, to 
be helpful, in a fpiritual ſenſe, to each 
other. I therefore believed it was right 
for me to attend meetings, in order to 
retain my favour with him. | A 
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In chis, my aunt did not interrupt me 
till I had been a few times: this I might 
readily excuſe, for, indeed, I had 

enough to do within myſelf; tlie tears I 
ſhed at my entrance at the door, and pre- 
ſenting myſelf before the Inviſible Be- 
ing, were ſo many renunciations of my 
own will. I uſed to fit down at the firſt 
or the neareſt ſeat I came to; yet ſo 
well did it anſwer, that what I ſowed in. 
tears, at my getting there, I reaped with. 
Joy at my COMING away, 


As I went with a ſoul deſirous of im- 
provement, 1 was often highly favoured, 
and had to remember S. Radford's re- 
commendation to me, to buy the truth 
and ſell it not, as alſo to be convinced 
of the juſtice of the Almighty; and, 
that man's deſtruction 1s of himſelf. I 
think it was about, or a little after this 
time, that I heard my now uncle, Jo- 
Jhua Toft, give in his teſtimony for the 
truth, and remember it was as one hav- 


hk 


ing 3 preſſing friends to come 
out of Babylon; and exhorting them, 
not to partake with her, of her ſins, 
leſt they ſhould alſo be partakers of her 
plagues; and though I was but very 
young in the truth, yet the Lord was 
pleaſed ſo to enlighten my underſtand. 
ing, that I read him ſpiritually, and was 
made a partaker of that life from which 
the power came. Nor do I forget the en- 
couragement which I received from ano- 
ther friend, when, like a ſhower of the 
former and latter rain, he watered the 
plantation of the Lord, by ſetting forth 
* the bleſſedneſs with which he will re- 
ward thoſe who forſake all for his name's 
fake, &c. But, though I could take de- 
light, yet I was not to build a tabernacle 
here, my troubles were not quite over; 
for, though my aunt let me go free, a few 
times, yet ſhe propoſed to perplex me in 
my new deſign, by aggravating the paſ- 
ſions ſhe found in herſelf, and by giving 
way to che fooliſh excitations of othery,. 
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The firſt time ſhe met me, in my go- 
ing to meeting, was with a whip, and 
the next with a black hood and green 
apron ; but I ſhall endeavour to be as 
quick here as I can, for I cannot well, 
nor do I deſire to remember the fooliſſr 
pains ſhe took to mortify me; yet do I 
find myſelf engaged, gratefully to ac- 
knowledge, that I was preſerved above 
all the ridicule I met with; though, to 
many I was a ſubject of entertainment 
and diverſion. Some, however, ſeemed 


io have compaſſion for me, though I 1 


cannot ſay that I knew, at that time, 
above three or four. Amongſt theſs 


there was one that frequently expreſſed a 


concern for my preſervation, and offer. 
ing to aſſiſt me in having my aunt bound 
over to her good behaviour; but I found 
myſelf more deſirous to be preſerved in 
a proper decorum towards her. : 


There was another of my well-wiſhers, 
who adviſed me to leave the town; prof. 
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fering me a room in their houſe, and 
liberty to ſell my goods with them. 
This, I muſt ever acknowledge, was a 
kind part; but, though they preſſed my 
compliance, I could not find an incli- 
nation thereto; for I conceived, that 
quitting the town would look as though 
I had done ſome bad thing; and I-knew 
no one could, juſtly, ſay any worſe thing 
of me, than that I was a Quaker. There- 
fore, though I could willingly have been 
out of the noiſe that my change had 
occaſioned, yet I rather choſe to commit 
myſelfto that hand, which I now believed 
could preſerve me, and ſubmit to the con- 
fuſion of this time, till my God ſhould 
ſay, it 1s enough; not doubting, but theſe 
things were permitted for the trial of my 
faith; yet, ſo far did their kindneſs pre- 
vail, that I inclined to aſk farther ad- 
vice upon'it ; and, as S. Leay had been 
a few times to aſk me how I did, I told 


_ my deſire, and requeſted him to 


procure me an opportunity of ſpeaking 
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with one of the friends, Toft ; he aſked 
me which; I ſaid, either of the three 
brothers, that I could moſt conveniently 
go to, without my uncle or aunt's get- 


ting intelligence of it; for I was much 


more troubled at their abuſe of others, 


than of myſelf. He told me the next 
day, that he had ſpoken to Samuel Toft, 
who was willing to give me the hearing 


that night. 


Accordingly I went in the duſk of the 


evening, Nichodemus like; though not fo 


much for the ſhame of the thing, which I 


now was fo uſed to, as for fear that my 


aunt ſhould get knowledge of it; and did 


not know, by the name of Samuel, which 


was to receive me; but, knocking at the | 


door, he let me in, to whom I paid my 
compliments ; and, after ſitting down, 
introduced our diſcourſe, by ſignifying, I 
ſuppoſed he was no ſtranger tothe hurry 
of the town, and the angry mood my 
uncle and aunt were in concerning me; 


— — 


I fignified I could not help it, but that, 


gaged to join the ſociety : I farther told 
him, of the kind proffer made me, but 


being better humoured, I told him, no; 


(ww): 


notwithſlanding this, I found myſelf en- 


as doubting in my mind what would be 
for the beſt, I had a deſire to aſk advice. 
He told me, that going was the likelieſt 
way to rid myſelf of thoſe troubles ; but 
aſked if I had no hopes of my relations 


but was rather afraid they would be 
worſe, for they ſaid they could never 
reſt while I was a Quaker. He then 
ſaid, it was a nice point to give advice in, 
for who can tell what thy relations may 
do in their anger, or how thou thyſelf 
canſt bear it; perhaps the ſureſt way to 
be quiet from them is, to accept the * 
poſals of thy friends. 


This, however, was not what I e- | | 
pected, nor, indeed, what 1 deſired; and, | 
to bring him more over to my views, I 
ſaid, Do you think, Sir, there is room to 
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believe I ſhould be preſumptuous, if I 
| ſhould ſtay, and receive an injury from 
them? He ſaid, he thought not, ſo long 
as I gave them no juſt occaſion; and add- 
ed, Young woman, what doſt thou think 
is beſt thyſelf? I anſwered, that I would 
not, willingly, run myſelf into danger, 
neither act any way purpoſely to provoke 
them; nor yet do I ſee how I can, at this 
time, fly from their anger, and leave the 
town, without giving myſelf ſecret un- 
eaſineſs. To this he replied, that, to be 
ſure, we ought to mind; for we might 
go out of one trouble into another, and 
perhaps a worſe. He further aſked me, 
how I thought I. could bear the trial; 
ſaying, I had already known ſomething 
ol an exerciſe of this kind. I ſaid; Yes, 
I have; and, the truth I have found ſo- 
much on my ſide, that I have been hi- 
therto ſupported through it, and now do 
not doubt, but if I ſhould loſe my life, 
in the way of my relations' anger, my 
ſoul would ſtill be happy, He ſignified, 
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if ſuch was my belief and my reſolu- 
tion, he could ſay nothing better to me 
. than; Go on and proſper. . 


I then, wiſhing him ah compliment 
of the night, returned, deſiring to re- 
main ſteadfaſt to what, I apprehended, 
was my duty ; but when at home, I 
could not forbear reflecting on the ſmall 
| aſſurance I had given my friend; and 
more ſo, on what an odd appearance, for 
a Quaker, I had made; for, beſides my 
ſpeech, I went in my full trim. I had 
on my hoop, rings on my fingers, and 
ear-rings in my ears; my clothes, in- 
deed, were black and white crape mourn- 
ing, which I wore for my beloved ſiſter, 
and therefore my linen was without lace; 
neither was I thoughtful, at this time, 
about my outward dreſs, my work lay 
more within; neither did my friend re- 
gard ee ſo much, as to make 
him overlook the intentions of my heart, 
for Samuel Leay told me, the next time 
35 


IE he ſaw me, that S. Toft ſaid, he was ſas 
tisfied there was that within me, that 
would prevail on me to lay my com- 
pliments aſide; nor was it long ere I 
found it my place ſo to do, which I muſt 
leave to mention; a probable reaſon why 
J was not allowed to give my friend a 
fuller aſſurance ; and which may alſo 
ſhew, how blind I was to my own ſtate, 
and how much need I had to crave the illu- 
minating ray of Divine light, to ſteer my 
courſe by; for, though I ſeemed, to myſelf, 
to be quite fixed in my purpoſe, yet I ſoon 
found, by experience, how weak I was. 


I received a letter from my dear bro- 
ther, who kindly gave us a viſit on the 
death of my ſiſter. The letter gave me 

an account, that be had heard, from 
my uncle, the melancholy affair that was 
amongſt us; deſcribing the fanatical and 
fantaſtical deportment of thoſe I was 

about joining with; the utter miſtake they 

lay under, in reſpebt to the doctrines of 
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Chriſt, and giving me a kind invitation 


to come to him, with a promiſe to take 


care of me and my fortune. He affec. ' - 


tionately mentioned an opportunity he 
had of placing me with a near relation of 
his wife's, who was a milliner in the city, 
_ if I liked that buſineſs; and concluded, 

in much brotherly love, and with deſires 
for my welfare every way. | 


This ſo ſenfibly touched the natural 

affection I had for him, that, had I not 
been favoured, from the Moſt High, 

with a ſight of .the ſnare which my ene» 


my had laid for me, I ſhould certainly 


have accepted of this offer, from my on- 
ly brother, the confideration of whoſe 
love, in this inſtance, and of the grief 1 
had given my other near and dear rela- 
tions, caufed me to turn my exerciſes 
round and round again; and to intro» 
ſpect the cauſe thereof. In this affect. 
ing furvey, many were my ſecret ſuppli- 
cations to the Lord, for his pre fervation 
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and aſſiſtance, that thereby the enemy 


might be defeated in all his ſtratagems. 


Thus was I attacked on my weakeſt 
fide, for this tender treatment, from my 


brother, and my uncle's three laſt viſits 
gave me more affectionate concern, than 
all their abuſes. But now I was to anſwer 
the letter, and I did it ſo thoroughly, ac- 
cording to that wiſdom, which my Hea- 
venly Father was pleaſed to favour me 
with, that I never heard any more from 
my brother on that ſubject; but, when- 


ever afterwards he wrote td me, it was 


in great love and reſpect. 


I had, through the condeſcenſions of 
the inexpreſſible love of my God, ſur. 


mounted many difficulties and doubt. 


ings in my own mind; yet had I divers 


trials ſtill to wade through, as now will 


appear. 


The alteration of my ſpeech was in 
this manner: one morning, as I lay in 


| 
| 
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bed, a weighty exerciſe came cloſely 
over my mind ; and as I waited to know . 
the cauſe, it came before my view, 
that I muſt uſe the plain language. I 
had this at times under my notice be- 
fore, and now had hardly time to- recon- 
ſider the thing, and prove it was the 
truth, ere my aunt knocked, I knew 
her ſtep, which made me to tremble, and 
therefore made no great haſte to dreſs ; 


but as I knew I muſt ſubmit, I went to- 


wards the door, ſaying, Who is there ? 
What doſt thou want? ſhe ſaid, Let me 
in, and I will tell thee, I did not in the 

Teaſt queſtion that; and ſhe quickly let 
me know it, by many threatenings of what 
ſhe would do, if ever I thou'd her again. 
FE could nat but think it was a very hard 


allotment to me, that I muſt begin this 


required alteration with my aunt; yet, 

from the ſatisfaction which I felt in my 

own hreaſt, I was encouraged in the 

truth, and from that time I did not ſhrink 

from that part of my teſtimony, A 
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io my aunt, who I did no ways delight 
to vex, and therefore, as much as poſſi. 
ble, evaded the ſingular language; and 
yet, rather than uſe the plural, would 
many times break the thread of our diſ- 
courle ; till I plainly ſaw it would not 
do, and that I muſt either break my 
peace, or commit myſelf to my aunt's 
fury, This I ſoon experienced, from 
uſing the word thee to her: it ſo inflamed 
her, that, as there ſtood a fire-ſhovel in 
her way, ſhe took it up, and ſtruck at me. 
My ſiſter being in the little room, catch- 
ed hold of it, or ſhe would probably 
have done as ſhe had threatened, for the 
room, or cloſet, behind the ſhop was {a 
narrow, that I had no room to draw 
back. Thus was I once more preſerved; 
but had reaſon to fear I ſhould yet be 
the cauſe of bringing my aunt to much 
diſgrace, as ſhe often declared, ſhe be. 
lieved it was no more 82 to Kill me, 
than a dog. 


( 67 ) 
I found ſhe had heard of my being | 
_ _ adviſed to leave the town; and, I be · 
lieve, I ſuffered much for that kindneſs 
of my friends, My aunt's hopes ſeemed 
now, that either they would draw me, or 
ſhe ſhould drive me out of the town, 
ſaying, if I would be a Quaker, I ſhould | 
not be one in her ſight, And now; again, 
I had the former kind proffer renewed : 
P. Meller ſent me an invitation to come 
to Whitehaugh, for a quarter of a year, 
till my aunt ſhould be better reconciled. 
This was indeed a kind invitation from 
one that I had never ſpoken to ; and I 
might have gone, for any buſineſs or 
ſchool that I then had; for my aunt's 
behaviour had ſo frighted the ſcholars, 
that their parents thought fit to keep 
them at home ; and, had it not been for 
the ſake of ſeeing one called a Quaker, 
I ſhould hardly have ſold fo many trifles 
as I did; but there ſeemed a general 
curzality to ſee me, 


„ 

Standing. thus, as an object of difdain 
and deriſion, I could willingly have ac- 
cepted the kind inyitation of my friends; 
yet, when I caſt my eye toward the Cape 
tain of my Salvation, I found I had not 
| Hberty to move; and, therefore, with 
an acknowledgment of their kindneſs, 

— it by. | 


Another bo of my aunt's unguarded 
paſſion ſoon after occurred, which was 
this: we were fitting together in the little 

room, as we very often did, and it was 
drawing towards the middle of the night; 
when, in the courſe of our converſation, 
ſhe obliged me to uſe that language 
which ſhe could not bear, and a braſs 
candleſtick ſtanding betwixt us, ſhe flung 
it at me with ſuch force, that it dinged : 
againſt the wall; I had juſt time to fes 
her intention, and, by bowing my body, 
efcaped the blow. Thus did David's 
God again preſerve me, for the ſake of 
the {tem of Jeſſe, that naw began ta bud 
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within my breaſt ; and although I ſtood 
here in jeopardy of body, yet was I mer- 
cifully preſerved in ſtability of ſoul, and 
in a ſupporting belief that I was in the 
way of my duty, and-avoured with hope 


as an anchor in this aſſurance, that if 
it pleaſed the Lord to permit the death 
of the mortal part, he would be pleaſed 
to let his mercy light on my immortal 
ſoul, and I ſhould die as a martyr to my 
faith in Chriſt; yet, a fear for my aunt! 


prevailed over me, and though I had 


concealed her carriage towards me as 


much as poſlible, yet this I durſt 'not 


| conceal, leaſt I ſhould be chargeable 


with the conſequence. I therefore de- 


ſired my ſiſter to tell my uncle of this 
violent action, and my fears. He return- 
ed for anſwer, that whatever treatment I 


met with, was good enough for me; and 
as to my aunt, it was impoſſible to * 


her at e, 0 4 


The grief that I paſſed under, for 90 


r 
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= 44 ay aunt's going quite diſtracted, was 
great, and the bowings- down of foul and 
body were frequent, with earneſt ſuppli- 
cation to the Almighty for the preſerva- 
tion of us both; ſhe in her ſenſes, and me 
in the way of my duty towards him, and 
in a juſtifiable behaviour to my uncle and 
aunt. I believe my uncle had, at that 
time, more compaſſion for me than he 
would ſuffer to be ſeen: he had my aunt 
talked to, and would not ſuffer her to 
come at ſuch unſeaſonable hours again; 
for ſhe had ſeveral times before ſpent 
moſt of the night with me alone, and 
what I then received from her, the 
Almighty knows, and, indeed, did make 
it up to me in her reconciliation after- 
wards, Her nightly viſits here ended, 
but they had been fo long continued, late 
and early, that I had habituated myſelf 
to ſpend the nights (as I uſed to keep @ 
fire) in the little cloſet, I ſat much there, 


wos abſent) would put my candle out, 


and when it was bed-time, (if my aunt - 


| 


! 
; 
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and fit as ſlill as 1 could, left T ſhould be | 
| "NOI of e nn hours. 


858 


1 wi here no intimate to converſe 


with, or encourage me, and was left as a 


perſon quite alone; but the immediate 
viſitations of divine favour, at times, did 
moſt graciouſly eſtabliſh my faith ; and 
when almaſt overwhelmed, would, in 
the condeſcendings of his compaſſion, 
direct my mind to ſome paſſage in the 
Scriptures .for my conſolation; and I 
ſeldom read, ox contemplated on them 
without tears; yet how quickly did I 
loſe the ſight and effect of theſe favours z 
whilſt, like a traveller, driven away from 


the haven of his happineſs by contrary 


winds, I was forced by grief into a con- 
fuſion of thoughts, and have frequently 


ſat under the violent ſuggeſtions of the 


enemy till two, three, four, or five in the 


morning; and was ſometimes no ſooner 


in bed, than my aunt would call me up. 
It is hardly credible how little ſleep I 
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Ho, with ; but, ſurely, I ſympathized . 
with my uncle and aunt in the affliction 

I gave them. My meat was to me as 
trifling as my ſleep, wherein I proved 
on what a little nature will ſubſiſt ; my 
meals were no ways conſtant ; a bit of | 
bread and cheeſe, with a little water; or | | 
alittle milk and bread and butter, with _ | 

a diſh of tea, were my only food for 
months; nor had I any deſire after any 
thing elle, till neceſſity obliged me to 
alter my courſe. 


90 My aunt, though under ſome reſtraint, : 
uſed to tell me, ſhe would make me ſuf- 
'fer yet; ſaying, no one had any buſineſs 
with what ſhe did to me, One market- 

day, ſhe followed me as I went behind 
the counter, and kept me there for ſome 
hours ; though 1 deſired her to let me 
go, yet ſhe would not; nor did I chuſe 
to put her away, ſhe ſaying, ſhe would 
hear my language to day: I was, indeed, 
under ſome exerciſe, and defirous to do A 


"FW 1. 
. my duty in the ſight of the Divine Be- 

| ing, though I was apprehenſive I muſt 
ſuffer for it. When any one came into 
the ſhop, ſhe told them, I was the news 

made Quaker; and filled thoſe who were 
1 ſtrangers to her with admiration of us 
Nt both; and I may ſay, Ibluſhed as much for 
| her as for myſelf. Each time ſhe thus 
expoſed me, ſhe held me by the left arm, 
| which was next to her; and when I 
uſed the plain language, the pinched 
me very bad; and ſo often renewed 
| her pinches, that it was very hard for 
me to bear them; yet I ſaw no way to 
help it, without uſing her as I never had 
done, and bringing gui on myſelf; 
I therefore endeavoure hold out a 
little longer; and have fince wondered 
how I bore it without the leaſt com- 
plaint. She had, indeed, inured me to 

ſuffer; and, from my behaviour at the 
firſt, would often ſay, the Quakers had 

taught me; and if ſhe ſmote me on one 
cheek, I muſt turn the other, She tried 
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me ſo, that I many times deſired her io 
forbear. 1 had no hopes chat ſhe would 
regard my petition, but as my arm and 

hand were very viſibly ſwelled, I wiſhed 
them to plead for me; and, by often look - 
ing at them, brought them under her no- 
tice; when ſhe tauntingly ſaid, I doubt 
I have hurt thy arm; and in a little time 
went off. When ſhe was gone, I tried to 
unbutton my ſleeve, but my arm being 
ſo prodigiouſſy ſwelled, I could not. 


Doctor Graveſnor's daughter, know- 
ing my aunt had been with me a long 
time, and ſeeing her go out, ſtepped in, 
and helped me to unbutton my ſleeve, 
and, ſeeing the condition I was in, went 


for her father. When my wriſtband 


was looſe, my hand and arm ſwelled to 


ſuch a degree, that, before the Doctor 
came, I could ſcarcely ſhut my fingers. 
When he ſaw my arm, he ſaid it was a 
very bad bruiſe; it ſeemed, for the compaſs 
of the an of my band, to be like a jel 
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and exceeding black toward the ſhoulder. 
The Doctor ſeemed ſurpriſed, and ſaid, 
he was afraid it would mortify; then 
went home, and quickly returned with a 
medicine. He was one who always had 
ſhewn me great reſpect; and his daugh- 
ters were my ſcholars, till my aunt 
thought proper to break up my ſchool. 
I believe it was both · from his reſpe& and 
fear for me, that he took the freedom 
(after he had dreſſed my arm) to ſcold 
and blame me for my. fooliſh, childiſh 
ſufferance ; ſaying, my caſe was dan- 
gerous, and I might loſe my arm, if 
not my life; yet continued ſaying, he 
would do all in his power to prevent 
it. I told him, I was ſatisfied with his 
kindneſs and judgment; and ſurely, was 
more willing, at that time, to give up 
my life than my arm: yet did I ſtruggle 
in the ſecret of my mind to ſubmit. to the 
will of God; and the Doftor, ſeeing my 
tears fall, ſaid, Nay, indeed; you have 
enough to bear, without being chid; and 
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ſo I found; for, beſides my inward ex3 
erciſe, his application was very ſharp: 
He often ſignifying, he was afraid of the 
bone ; and ſaying, it was ſuch a piece of 
eruelty, as ſure no perſon in their ſenſes 
could be guilty of. He ſtaid with mea 
good while, repeating the dreſſings often, 
which ſtill renewed my pain. My fin- 
gers were ſwelled, ſtiff, and uſeleſs, for I 
could neither cloſe nor ſtir them. The 
Doctor aſked me, who I had to be with 
me, ſince I left my uncle's; and ſaid, that 
now I could not do without affiſtance 
and charged his daughter not to leave 
me, till I had got ſomebody. When he 
left me, he directly ſent for my uncle, 
and told him how unchriftian-hke my 
aunt had uſed me; ſaying, ſhe was more 
fit to be bound, than go looſe ; and that 
he ought not to fuffer her to come to me, 
My uncle promiſed ſhe ſhould not : yet 
this did not move his pity, ſo as to in- 
duce him to come and ſee me, which 
was what I greatly deſired. 


En 

It was a month after this, before 1 
could turn my arm behind me, to dreſs 
myſelf. My ſiſter was ſent to ſchool at 
Mancheſter before this, for fear, as I 
have thought, of her catching the infec- 
tion of a Quaker; nor did I much repine 


at the loſs of her company, for I had found 


out, that ſhe had carried very treacherouſly 
betwixt us. I had but few in this illneſs 
that came to ſee me; yet I heard that 
many were diſpleaſed at my aunt. 


aunt, S. Whitehead, was one; and her 


vilit was very acceptable, though I had 
then no acquaintance with her. She, 
ſpoke to my encouragement, and invited. 


me, when I was better, to come to ſee 
her; which I could willingly have done, 


but thought proper to delay ſome time, 
for fear my aunc ſhould; know it, who 
ſpared no one, that ſhe heard did but in 


a friendly way ſpeak to me. 


8. Taylor, at this time, lived win 
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Among thoſe few that came, my preſent 


+ 
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: John Winter, at Stafford; and, long * 


fore this, (ſeeing my uncle and aunt's 
bene, diſlike to that family) I had 


deſired they would not viſit me often; 


they ſaw my motive, excuſed the free- 
dom I took with them, and, when 1 


went to them, behaved to me in a loving 


and free man ner. 


Here 1 ought not, and hope I never 
ſhall, forget the beſt of viſiters, the In- 
viſible Comforter; who, in a good de- 


gree, made my afflictions eaſy, and 


conſolated my ſpirit, under a belief 
that I ſtill was perfevering 1 in the wy of 
my ere 


From che encouragement that I thus 


again ; and when I was fo far recovered 
that I could dreſs myſelf, I thought, 


from the weakly ſtate I was in, it would 


be better for me to — in a family, Ts 


met within myſelf, was I excited, as ſoon © 


as proper, to endeavour to go to meeting 


” E917 
that I might be in the way of getting 
ſuch proviſion as my conſtitution re- 
quired, which never was very ſtrong; 
and was now much impaired by exceſs 
of trouble, and the different courſe of 
NOD which I had of late been j in. 15 


wy Were was a door that went out of 
the chamber of my apartment into the 
other part of the houſe, I thought it 
convenient that I ſhould board withTho- 
mas Turnock, who lived there, and was 
well latitfies therein, 
I had now ſome hopes, from my aunt's 
abſence during the laſt month, that ſhe 
would no more interrupt me in my go- 
ing to meeting ; but ſoon found them 
fruſtrated, whether by accident or 
| information, FT; know not; for, one 
day, when I came to the corner, near 
my uncle's houſe, I ſaw her com- 
ing towards me: the thoughts of the 
Doctor and my arm quickly occurred; 


*. 


© 8300 
and 1 concluded, ſhould I ſuffer it to be 
hurt again, the conſequences would be 
very bad. As I was at liberty, it ſeemed 
right to keep ſo, and make the beſt of 


my way; yet, ſo fettered did I find my- 


ſelf, that, before I had gone many yards, 
I faultered in my purpoſe, and my aunt 
got up with me, before I was half way to 
| the mesting. 


I now ſaw my miſtake, and that it 
would have been better if my aunt had 
overtaken me ſooner; for, the place 
looked dangerous, and the want of 
room to ſhake and puſh me about in, 


gave me many apprehenſions that ſhe 


would throw me headlong down the pre- 


cipice. It was about the time that 


friends were going into the meeting, and 
- this vexed her the more; for I have rea- 
ſon to believe ſhe could not endure the 


ſight of a friend, on my account. She 


did not ſpare to tell me of hurting my 
arm, nor to ſhake me by it; but as it had 


I 
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ſome folds of flannels round it, it was 
preſerved. My endeavouring to out- 


walk her was not ſuddenly forgot; ſhe, 
many times after, making mention of it. 


and would ſigniſy that God was above 


the wicked ſpirit Hill. 
Thus, with many admonitions and ex- 
Hortations, as ſhe called them, ſhe kept 


me till ſuch time as ſhe might expect 


the meeting would break up, and * 
left me. 


As I was at liberty, I went towards 
the meeting, and, as it was not over, 
ſtepped within, that my aunt might 


know that my intention was refolute: 
This ſeemed to be as a renewal of our 


acquaintance, for ſhe ſoon returned her 
viſits as uſual, though not at the former 
unſeaſonable rb 1 ? 
oy WO cp times, ſeriouſly reflected 
how it was with me in 2 Araights, 


Lud? 
and may acknowledge, my compoſure of 
ſoul was owing to a divine power, which 


|  flayed my mind on God, and kept down 
| thoſe palſſions of nature, which other- 


wiſe might have exceeded their bounds. 
But, oh ! the calmneſs and tranquillity 
that did in theſe times of trial poſſeſs my 
heart, whilſt innocency prevailed over 
ſhame; and I found, by ſubmiſſion to 
theſe leſſons of mortification, that I grew 
in patience and reſignation, in the deſire 


after the Lord's favour, and the manifeſ- 
tation of his will, who had wrought my 


heart into ſo good a degree of ſubmiſſion, 
that I was willing to undergo, or be 
termed any thing, rather than loſe the 
enjoyment of that in which I had now 
got a ſmall poſſeſſion. | 


ae db this Fo that I knew 
an Extacy of joy at the freely giving up 
my name to that, which I once thought 
the moſt deſpicable. There came a Lon- 
don haberdaſher to my ſhop, with whom 


of words, and 
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I dealt in my way of buſineſs ; he ap- 
proached me in his accuſtomary manner; 
and I, not anſwering his compliment, as 
' uſual ; he looked full at me, and ſaid, 
Are you a Quaker ?-- My ſoul was ſtruck. 
with this home queſtion; I ſolemnly an- 
ſwered, Yes; and immediately a ſpring 
of joy ſeized my heart, , accompanied 
with this deſire, viz. Not only a Qua- 
ker, Lord; but grant me to be an Iſrael- 
ite indeed. 


From this time I found my deſires 
were ſtrengthened, and the ambition of 
being an Iſraelite, run in the current of 
my exerciſe. But here, I cannot but 
remark, how like a fool I appeared in 
my own eyes; for there ſeemed as great 

an alteration in me as could poſlibly hap- 
pen from ſuch a change. I could not 
nc be fluent in compliments, and ſaw | 
it beſt to keep out\of the extravagancy 

hich a latitude in dif. 


courle ; as I m indulged myſelf i in. 
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So many croſs words and knotty queries 
lay in the way of all I ſeemed to have to 

do, that nature was abaſhed, almoſt be- 
yond the hope of recovery ; yet I often 
contemplated the benefit that accrued to 
Zaccheus from that moſt heavenly call, 

Make haſte, and come down: and how | 
- willingly would I have made my ſitua- 
tion ſimilar to his; believing there was 
ſomething in that call alluding to the 
glories of eternity; which now appeared 
in brighter luſtre to my eye, than all the 
glittering objects of a tranſitory life. 
Surely, the time would glide ſweetly on 
in reciting thoſe refreſhing profpetts 
which then attended my intervals of 
grief; but the ſequel of my ſtory calls 


on me to croſs my inclination, 


It was about this time John Toft gave 
me an expectation of a viſit ; but that 
evening I was threatened with a diſap- 
pointment ; for, my aunt came in high 
diſpleaſure, and by her upbraidings, raiſed 
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a crows about the door, which was the 
occaſion of his paſſing by. When ſhe 
had wrought herſelf i into a diſpoſition to 
be more quiet, ſhe ſhut the door and 
fat down. 1 turned--out of my mind 
the thoughts of her unkind behaviour, 


Le yet could not help feeling regret at the 


loſs of the friend's company, being de- 
ſtrous to ſee him, as he had been inſtru- 
mental for my good. Whilſt I was maſ- 
ing on theſe things, a meſſenger came 
and told me, that although my aunt was 
there, if I thought it convenient, he 
would come to fee me. I heſitated a 

little, to prove what would be beſt, I 
knew my aunt's weakneſs, that ſhe 
would not ſpare me, or mind, in her paſ- 
ſion, what ſhe expreſſed ; yet hoped, as 
it was his deſire to come, he would ex- 
cuſe what might fall upon himſelf, and 
ſee through the n ſhe — caſt 
n 9+ - 
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In this concluſion I deſired his com- 
£ 1 | 


TS) 
pany, and my aunt being preſent, ſaid 
the would flay to ſee this friend. On 
his knocking, I let him in, with a degree 

of fear, and watched to hear the ſaluta- 
tion ſhe gave him; which was; Thou 
deceiver ! thou antichriſt | thou haſt ſe- 
. duced this filly wretch.“ Had ſhe known 
what my heart could have told her, ſhe 
might have thought differently; for, on 
the appearance of the friend, I was made 
very ſenſible of that power by which I 
had been drawn into the truth. 


He endeavoured to ſhew her the 
unreaſonableneſs of her charge, by 
_ aſſuring her, he had never had any 
converſation with me, nor had viſited 
me before. She anſwered, It thou haſt 
not, thy brethren have; and was run- 
ning on with violence againſt the Qua- 
kers; he {till tried to engage her atten- 
tion, by reminding her that his mother 
and ſhe uſed, as neighbours, to be ac= 
quainted. She ſignified that was true, 


(0 | 
and if ever there was a good Quaker in 
the world. his mother was one. 
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She kept walking between the ſhop 
and the cloſet, laying many heavy things 
to my charge, which I had learned with 
ſilence to bear, till ſhe touched my mo- 
deſty, and told the friend the freedom 
which, ſhe faid, I gave to young men; 
then I deſired her to keep to the truth; 
and the ſaid, If I ſpoke another word, 
' ſhe would knock my head to the wall, 
which, I well knew, a word or two more 
would have aggravated her to have done. 
Upon his aſking how long I had been ſo 
bad, ſhe faid, ever ſince I had been de- 
luded; for I was well enough beſore I 
was bewitched. ST 


Thus ſhe went on, as long, I believe, 
as ſhe had power; for, going out, ſhe 
ſaid, I will go, but I will come again: 
but the came no more till next day, 
when ſhe laid on me with blows, ſaying 
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that, I ſent for the friend on purpoſe to 
vex her. She ſhewed ſo much of her 
paſſion, as to make the friend ſignify to 
me, that he could think no other than 
that ſhe was out of her ſenſes; and that 
he could not ſee, if I had not truth for 
my foundation, how it was poſſible forme 

to ſtand. Itold him that I had no other 
view of coming amongſt friends, than to 
procure the truth and peace of God unto 
my ſoul; and that I had ftill hopes I 


* ſhould be preſerved. I remember, he 


obſerved to me, the emptineſs of a bar- 
ren profeſſion ; and adviſed me to wait 
on God in the ſecret of my heart, to 
rely on his wiſdom, and to truſt in his 
power, ſignifying a deſire that I might 
be preſerved ; and adding, he had come 
to ſee me ſooner, but found himſelf en- 
gaged to take the apoſtle's advice, to 
lay hands ſuddenly on no one; and, 
after kindly Inviting me to his houſe, 
took leave. This viſit” 1 returned: in 
about a month, 


(% ). N 
When he was gone, I conſidered 
what had paſſed, and was thankful to the 
Great Diſpoſer of all things. 1 thought 
there was ſomewhat extraordinary in my 
_ aunt's leaving us, for. ſhe had never leſt 
me with any perſon before, and was glad 
1 had an opportunity of gaining ſuch 
inftruftion, the like of which I never 
had before received in converſation; nor 
could I leſs admire the: friend's pru- 
dent care, in obſerving the apoſtle's ad- 
vice, which I had before time thought 
alluded only to the laying on of the 
biſhop's hands, at the time of the young 
ſtudent's admiſſion into holy orders, and 
the confirmation of the youth ; but now 
I knew, by experience, that, for want 
of prudence in particulars, I had been a 
| ſufferer; and, as an inſtance, ſhall men- 
tion one of the moſt uneaſy meetings I 
ever was at, which was occaſioned by a 
friend's over-care, who had often preſſed 
me to come up higher in the meeting 
han where I frequently ſat. 1 Uignified | 
I 3 | 
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to that friend, that the higheſt place in 
the meeting would be as little regarded 
by my aunt. as the loweſt, ſhould ſhe be 
inclined to make a diſturbance there; 
yet, by frequent importunity, being will- 
ing to ſhew ſome reſpett to my friend's 
advice, I was prevailed with to advance a 
form or two; but when the friend came 
and ſaw I had not thoroughly taken her 
advice, ſhe plucked me by the arm ; and 
although I fignified my deſire of fitting 
ſtill, as far as civility would bear, yet 
the compelled me to riſe, and, notwith- 
ſtanding I ſhewed a deſire of turning in 
at the next, and the next ſeat I came to, 
yet ſhe would not let me reſt, till ſhe had 
placed me by herſelf. Then, oh! the 
hurries that my mind was in; for ſurely, 
had my aunt herſelf been there, ſhe could 
not have confuſed my thoughts half 
fo much; for though, at 1 time, when 
at meetings, I had a deſire to draw nigh 
to friends in ſpirit, yet it went much 


againſt my inclination to fit ſo near tze 


(an } 


place which, my aunt uſed to tell me, 
mult be my ſeat; ſaying; all proſelytes 
muſt be made preachers, and tell to the: 
brethren the abominations of the wicked. 
Often would ſhe teaſe me with ſuch 


things ; well knowing, I had in my na- 


ture a great averſion to women's preach» 


ing. 

Here I ſat, in a reſtleſs condition, ſe- 
vera] times purpoſing to go out; yet the 
| Kindneſs I had for my friend prevailed 


on me to ſtay, Glad, however, was I 


when the meeting broke up ; and when 


it was over, the friend gave me her hand; 


which I anſwered with my awn, in token 


of my forgiving her too forward, though 


loving, fault ; yet not without telling her, 


when at home, the trouble ſhe had given 


me, and deſiring her never to uſe me ſo 
hardly _ 


1 Shall I 1 ſay, that good came ont 
ol evil; no ſure, but ſweet came out of 


woof K 
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bitter; for, by my friend's freedom of 
g1ving me her hand, ſeveral that were in 
the meeting did the ſame; and though 
this did not prove a time of confirmation 
to my faith, but rather otherwiſe; yet it 
| ſeemed like a ſign of union, no one hav- 
ing done ſo before, and was pleaſant. 

But I loſt, for : 8 the deep impreſ- 
ſion, which the friend's apprehenſion of 
my aunt's being diſtracted, had made on 
my mind; but thought, afterwards, if, 
from the little he ſaw, he could not but 
entertain apprehenſions of that kind, 
what had 1 to fear, who had ſeen her ſo 
many times, a great deal worſe; yet, 
what could I do, or what wes there to be 
done; 1 could not renounce my ſalva- 
tion in order to appeaſe my aunt. 


Theſe reflections cauſed diftreſs in my 
countenance, which occaſioned my aunt - 


to ſay, ſhe read the N ee in my 


| fac e. 


- 
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It ſeemed hardly poſſible I could 

ever know any ſorrow like that I then 
felt; and my aunt, either by informa- 
tion, or her own obſervation, became 
acquainted with it ; and by many frantic 
geftures; wrought in me a belief, that 
ſhe was really as I imagined. My ſoul 
now fled to the Almighty for refuge, and 
I fat before her a witneſs of her frenzi- 
cal behaviour, with more ſolidity and 
compoſure than ſhe expetted. At laſt, 
ſhe came up to me, and ſaid, I am 
mad; thou, thou haſt driven me mad! 
and I am mad! I was ſurpriſed to 
hear her ſay ſo, and thought there was 
ſome hopes for me, as ſhe had yet ſo 
much reaſon left as to tell me of the 
thing ſhe knew I was ſo afraid of. 


Upon my ſhewing ſo much indiffer- 


| ence about it, ſhe dropt that ſcheme, 


and 1n a little time after, as one fainting 
in her hopes of victory, declined inter- 
rupting me in the ſtreet ; yet, being 


{ 942) 


willing to obſtruct my deſire of going to 
meeting, ſhe would come to my room 
before the hour appointed; telling me, 
we would have a ſilent meeting. I 
would gladly have had her kept to it, 
but it ſeemed an impoſſibility, on her 
part. ä | 


When I ſaw it was her intention, by 
this means, to keep me at home; in order 
o prevent it, I ſet out ſo much the 
ſooner; and ſhe, on the other hand, 
came earlier fill, till ſhe ſaw, without 
ſhe roſe ſooner in the morning, my 
reſolutions would outgo her. 


Many were the paces which I was 
forced to take in the fields on this ac- 
count; but I may ſay my labour was not 
in vain, for my aunt then left me to my 
liberty, and many precious e 1 
enjoyed. 


1 hed nothing of tradition, when 


1 


there, to truſt to, my earneſt deſire was 


to ſeek the Lord, and he was found of 


my ſoul, to my inexpreſſible conſolation. 


In éreſpect to ſilent meetings, my ſpi- 
ritual exerciſes at home had taught me 
how to improve by them: my heart in- 
clined rather to ſit in fear and reverence, | 
and to watch againſt the tumult of un- 
neceſſary thoughts, than to be buſy, as 
formerly, in the florid appearances, of 
lip-worſhip. But, yet, I would not 
have it ſuppoſed, that I knew no difh- 


culty in my exerciſes; for, ſurely, I 


often felt the throng of natural cogita- 


tions to preſs fo hard upon me, that L 


| have found cauſe to implore the divine 


aid, often breathing forth this ejacula- 
tion; Lord, if thou keep not the city, 
the watchmen waketh but in vain ! 


But though I was freed from my 
aunt's moleſtations, I found it was only 
as the charging of a ſcene, and that the 
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ſubtilty of the ſerpent was now more 


dangerous to me, than it had been in 
the form of the lion. | 


My freedom of attending meeting, 
which I had hitherto been much re- 
ſtrained from, and the Lord's merci- 

fully ſubduing thoſe ſpirits which were 
a hinderance to me, in the way of my 
ſoul's ſerenity, I could not but grate- 
fully acknowledge, with deſires that I 
might anſwer the obligation. But I was 
yet inexperienced in the craft of the 
enemy and deceiver of men, and needed 

the aſſiſtance of ſome prudent confident, 
whoſe counſel might have ſet right 
bounds to my zeal. 


This ſubtile one, taking advantage of 
my earneſtneſs, cunningly twined a thread 
of his own into that work which I was 
endeayouring to render acceptable to my 
God. I had, till this time, been taken 
up in ſeeking after an increaſe and eſta- 
1 


| ä 
bliſhment in the knowledge of the truth, 
and in keeping up a ſtrift circumſpection 
in my behaviour, that thereby I might 
not give my relations and acquaintance 
juſt occaſion of trouble, or a pretence 
for vilifying the way of truth. 


I had not as yet made any great ob-. 
ſervations on dreſs, but thought to make 
a ſtand, and judge what was beſt to be 
done; and, doubtleſs, ſo far I was in the 
right, whilſt I made ſome alterations, 


But now I found the prowling adver- 
| fary, what he ever was, a malicious, de- 
ceitful, twining ſerpent, who, if he can 
but get in his head at the leaſt place of 
our inadvertency, will ſoon draw in his 
body, under an appearance of ſanctity, 
to effect, if poſſible, the utter deſtruc- 
tion of. the ſoul, He ſaw that his aim 
of drawing me into any groſs, obvious 
evil, was defeated; and as I had ſeen 
leſs of his ſtratagems in the angelical 
K 
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form, he now inſinuated himſelf into my 
defires of being zealous for the honour 
of God, and elevated me above my 
proper height, ſo that I fell to judging, 
cutting, and trimming off every ſuper- 
fluous ſcrap from my dreſs; and, not 
content with this, I went from we ap- 
pare] to my ſhop, 


in ab came; 1 made ſeveral 
facrifices of value; and ſo hurried was 
J in this blind zeal, that I ſeemed impa- 


tient for more fuel. And having gone 
through, as I thought, at home; 1 


next let out the buſy eye on others. 
There were but few who could eſcape 
my judgement, forgetting that tender 
advice, vi. Luke, g7, Judge not, and ye 
ſhall not be judged ; condemn not, and 
ye ſhall not be condemned.” 1 noticed 
each point of behaviour and apparel ; 
till, ſo great a critic was I got, that I 
ſeemed all ſpeculation on the. more mi- 
nute things; and neglecting the weightier 


(9) 
matters, as faith, mercy, and the love of 
God, which, ſurely, I ought to have re- 
garded, though not to have left the 
other wholly undone. 

To what extravagancy I had gone in 
this line, the moſt penetrating eye beſt 
ſaw, and was pleaſed to lookin compaſſion 
on the miſtake of my intentions, and moſt - 
_ graciouſly to illumine my i e 
giving me plainly to ſee, I was quite out 
of that charity, without which, the apoſ- 
tle ſays, all our works profit nothing. 


So tenatiouſly did I adhere to this 
thing, that I ſaw not the deceiver, till I 
diſcovered ſuch paſſions predominant in 
me, as I had never obſerved before. My 
temper became uncharitable, and unmer- 
ciful, looking with an evil eye on the in- 
nocent ; and being incapable of either 
pleaſing myſelf or being pleaſed with 
others; but, according to the greatneſs 
of my error herein, ſo was my alem pn ; 
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when I was brought down ſo low, as to 
be capable of hearing the ſmall voice of 
Wiſdom, ſaying, Who bath required 
this at 1 hand? 


Now was I filled with ſhame; the ſer- 
pent had beguiled me, and by his cun- 
ning he had given me more uneaſineſs 
than by all his roaring. I acknowledged 
my fault, I begged forgiveneſs and future 
protection of the Almighty, who in his 

great condeſcenſion, made up the breach 
and reſtored the path to walk in. Yet 
had I given the vaunting one, room to 
ſport with my indifcretion, and he would 
often bring the loſs I had ſuſtained, by 
his poiſonous inſinuations, into my 
thoughts, even when no more of the re-. 
membrance of it remained than was ne- 
: ceſſary to guard me againſt the ſame de- 
vices in tuture. 


Thi . was ſcarcely abated, 
before another trial occurred. | 


| Tam : 
My relations being ſtill dif pleaſed that 
I ſhould ſtay in town, thought of another 
ſtratagem againſt me, which greatly ſur- 
priſed me, and added to the trouble which 
the deſtruction of my ſubſtance, as ov 
related, had given me. 


My uncle having been at London, 
about our affairs; reported on his return, 
that, on account of a large debt of my 
father's, who. had been dead thirteen 
years, a ſuit in Chancery was commenced 
againſt him. This report ran current; 
and my uncle gave out, that as I was 
under age, he would take again thoſe 
effects he had put into my hands, though 

I had not received one quarter of my 
equivalent. 


The unwelcome news was brought to 
me by many. I ſay unwelcome, becauſe 
I had contracted ſome debts in the way 
of buſineſs, which, my uncle ſaid, he 
could, and would, refuſe to pay. And, 
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again, as my aunt had broken up my 
ſchool; and my former acquaintance had 
withdrawn their cuſtom, my trade ſeemed 
at a ſtand, and had been ſo above a year, 
except for ſome few trifles, as before 
mentioned ; beſides which, I now was 


ſenſible, that the things I had deſtroyed 


were not my own, But, having ſome 


acquaintance with Counſellor Holling- 
head, I laid before him my- ſtraights, . 
and he civilly told me, I might be quite 
eaſy on account of the debt; ſaying, if 
there had been any truth in it, he ſhould 
have heard of it from my uncle, who uſed 
to take his advice; and, beſides, he knew 
my father's creditors had met with due 
honour, In reſpett to my uncle's tak 
ing back the effects he had entruſted me 
with, 1t was at his pleaſure, and he might 
refuſe to pay the debts contracted, if the 
bills were made in my name, unleſs he 
had given his promiſe to pay them. The 
Counſellor deſired me, if 1 had any far- 


( 203 ) 
ther trouble, to let him know it, and he 
won an 0 wy mugs for me. 


15 


Thus 325 1 fully Ates eee 


my father's debt; and, in a little time af- 
ter, was comfortably aſtoniſhed with the 
breathings in of the love of God, in 
theſe few comprehenſive words; Fear 
not, I have overcome the world. Had 
my trouble been even redoubled, like 
Job's, furely I ſhould in this ſeaſon of 
favour have forgotten them; yet, when 
it ſubſided, I found there remained two 
occaſions for ſorrowful reflection. The 
one was, paying of my creditors; Which 
I foon got over, as I had caſh enough te 
balance all but one, from whom I had 
received a parcel, which, through the 


ſmallneſs of buſineſs, was nearly entire; 


and this I ſent back, with money to an- 


{wer any defictency or damage. It was 


kindly received, and I was very eaſy 


reſpecting it. But as to the other affair, 
by deſtroying the articles, I had put it 


( 204 ) 
out of my power to reſtore them; and this 
dwelt longer with me; yet, as I lived 
to come to age, I took the debt | 
| myſelf, and became reconciled to hear 
it; though not without a belief, that 
had had a friend to have given me advige, 
it would have been otherwiſe. 


Here I bemoaned myſelf, before the 
Almighty, that I had loſt my parents, 
diſobliged my relations, and now had no 
friend to take more notice of me than 
what is common amongſt the generality. 
of profeſſors ; and, indeed, how could I 
expect, that any one would buſy them- 
ſelves to take the care of me, in any 
gree upon them, without my deſire ? 


I became more and more ſenſible of 
the danger to which my years, as well as 
other circumſtances, might expoſe me; 
and I preferred many ſtrong deſires to 
the- Moſt High, that, in his wiſdom he 
would appoint for me a faithful friend, 


(103 
Who would check my errors, as well as 
encourage me in virtue; one that was 
capable of inſtructing me-by their own 
experience. Theſe deſires were often 
accompanied with à promiſſory hope, 
and belief that I could ſubje& myſelf to 
the counſel, and bear the reproof of ſuch 
an one; but where to find ſuch a friend 
I knew not; I was afraid to truſt my 
own judgment, and often ſupplicated 
the Inviſible PR to er me in the 
choice. 


| Aceotdinghy; ut a \ ſpace of time it 
thus happened: J. Toft was viſited with 
ſickneſs, and brought ſo low, that ſeve- 
ral friends, who met, did not know but 
it muſt be to take their final adieu. I 

had alſo the favour to be in the cham- 

ber, and heard many things worthy of 
regard; but that which ſtruck me deepeſt 
was, an earneſt deſire for my preſerya- 
tion in the truth, and kind recommend, 
ation of me, as a young perſon, to theſe 


( 106 ) _ 
friends then preſent, that they would 
have me under their notice, I was 
truly touched with this ſenſe of paternal 
care, and ſecretly defired his life, and 
the reſtoration of his health ; which, as 
it pleaſed the Almighty to grant it, I was 
myſelf no longer at a loſs for a friend, 


|! conceiving that one, whoſe kindneſs 


towards me was manifeſted under ſuch 
circumſtances, I might reaſonably hope 
to find ſuch an one as I deſired. And 
from that time I looked on him with 
a juſt regard, and with a reſolution 
that, whenever I found occaſion for 
advice, I would apply to him for it. Nor 
was it long before my exigency ſeemed 
to require it, 


The beloved of my ſoul, who, in my 
tender ſtate, had ſo graciouſlyrepleniſhed 
my heart, now hid his face from me; 
and I was not indulged with thoſe times 
of ſolace, which 1 before had ſo plente- 
_ ouſly enjoyed; I waited, and waited, the 


„ 
return of the deareſt object of my ſoul, 
often querying, Why ſtayeth my beloved 
ſo long? or, What have I done ſince his 
laſt embraces, to occaſion his thus hiding 
himſelf from me? Impatient, I ſought 
him in my chamber, the meetings, and 
the fields; places where I had uſed to 
receive his favour; but theſe ſeemed 
now to have loſt their luſtre, as well as 
my beloved his benevolence towards 
me. I ſought him, but I found him 
not: like the ſpouſe, in the Canticles, I 

was ready to aſk, Did you ſee my beloved? 
I was diſconſolate days and nights, and, 
I may ſay, I mourned as one wanting 
her mate, Still I thought my tears mov- 
ed not his pity, and his ear ſeemed deaf 
to all my cries; whilſt the imperious 
watchman wounded me, and the cruel 
enemy upbraided me with all I had gone 
through for my beloved's ſake, telling 
me, I had better have ſtaid in Egypt, than 
thus to languiſh in the wilderneſs, Great - 
indeed were the conflicts I here met with, 


0) 
not knowing why it ſhould be thus; 
and fearing I was dying to all that was 
ſpiritual, I at length reſolved to make 
application to my friend, 


I went to his houſe ; and remember, 
while I waited a ſuitable opportunity to 
ſpeak to him, the tears trickled down my 
cheeks; yet, when I had unboſomed 
my complaint, I received great fatisfac- 
tion; for, from his kind enquiry of my 
paſt conduct, I found my opinion of his 
friendſhip confirmed. From his tender 
advice my ſoul was encouraged to hope 
a little longer: and, to my inexpreſſible 
| Joy, in ſome days after, I felt the influ. 
ence of Divine Love ſuggeſting to my 
mind, Follow on to know the Lord; Jo- 
- ſeph, the ſpiritual Joſeph, is yet alive. 
Oh! ſure here I found again that ineſti- 
mable jewel, the pearl of my beſt affec- 
tion, and the life of my hope, with ſach 
revivings as Jacob experienced, when he 
ſaw the aſſurance of the welfare of his 
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ſon. And my ſoul bowed under an 
humble ſenſe of gratitude ; ſaying, It is 
enough, I will go * and ſee him e ere 
2 die, | | 
It was a time of true humility, tender- 
neſs, and love. My covenant was re- 
newed, and it remained for ſome time as a 
ſummer ſeaſon; or,“ as the time when the 
voice of the turtle is heard.” Yet, at in- 
_ tervals, I could not but reflect on former 
days, and conclude, the ſmalleſt degree 
of my uncle's and aunt's reconciliation, 
would add to my happineſs, And, as 
theſe thoughts increaſed, ſo did my deſire 
of making a trial ; and, one evening, I 
went to their houſe, and knocked at the 
door, ſtranger-like, as indeed I was, not 
having been there for above two years. 


Their maid let me in; and, I ſuppoſe, 

I much ſurpriſed them. They were ſit- 
ting alone by the fire. I juſt ſaid, How 
do you do? and ſtood within the houſe, 
1 1 
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a little diſtant from the door. My 
uncle looked very ſorrowful, and if he 
| ſpoke at that time, he only ſaid, I have 
no pleaſure in ſeeing thee. My aunt 
| ſaid enough, and called me many impu- 
dencies for coming. I ſtood about half 
an hour, and then bidding them farewell, 
my aunt came with me part of the way 
back, ſcolding me as we went. 


8 thought this was but poor encourage- 
ment, yet was truly glad I had ſeen them. 


In about fix weeks, I had a deſire to 
go again. I went in the former manner, 
knocked, and ſtood as before; and, after 
a little while, my uncle ſaid, Thou may- 
eſt fit down. My aunt then fetched 
ſome books, which, I believe, were the 
| ſame that Bennet would have lent me, 
and read ſeveral abſurd paſſages; to which 
1 only ſaid, I hope you do not think any 
ſeft can be ſo ridiculous as to believe 
and practiſe thoſe things. I Raid a little 
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| longer than before, during which my 

uncle ſat very ſolitary, and my aunt let 
me come home quietly. | 


Thus I went ſeveral times to ſee them, 
eyeing my permiſſion ; as believing, that 
to go without it, might expoſe me to 
danger; but, in my fourth or fifth viſit, 
my uncle ſaidto the maid; Set her ſome- 
thing to eat. 1 could truly have ſaid his 
love was ſufficient; for J was ſo ſatisfied, 
with this little return of his love, and 
my aunt's increaſed quietnefs, that my 
heart was ready to overflow. I thought 
proper to go to the table, and, before 1 
ate, there was a contrite thankſgiving 
aroſe in my ſoul to God, 


After this, I took the liberty to go 
at ſundry times to ſee them, and had 
frequent dpportunities to remark, I ſtill 
had a place in their affection; which an- 
ſwered my deſire; nor could I hope for 
more, as there always was, and is, a con- 
| 2 
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trariety betwixt the ſpiritual and natural 
difpolitions. They were ſo kind as to 
return my viſits, till I was married, [to | 
S. L. the huſband's name | which WAS 
a little paſt the twenty-fourth year of 
my age, with the approbation of my 
friends. 


| My. uncle would not come to the 
meeting, but came to our dinner ; and 
my aunt viſited us the next day. They 
both behaved foving and affectionate to 
my hufband; and, afterwards, were very 
tender of our children, my aunt exceed- 
ingly ſo; and, indeed, it yields me ſatisfac- 
tion, as often as I remember the public 
teſtimonies ſhe gave, before her death, of 
my behaviour towards her in the time of 
my convincement; though, I believe, ſhe 
; ontinued to think it was right 1 in her to 
reſtrain me from going on in a way ſo 
different from her own judgment, and 
what ſhe thought was right; yet ac- 
| knowlegged, ihe was angry, and did ex- 
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ceed; and that ſhe never ſaw me behave 
unbecoming, or heard me give her an 
unhandſome word. She was, again, as 
civil to friends as before I went to meet- 
ings; and at times aſked ſeveral friends of 
my acquaintance to her houſe, and enter- 
tained them freely. | 

I may now conclude my narrative 
thus far, with truly ſaying, how bleſſed 
in my ſituation was I; having a loving, 
kind, and tender huſband ; our lawful 
_ endeavours made proſperous ; tlie affec- 
tions of my relations reſtored ; and, above 
all, the bleſſing of the Almighty ſancti- 
tying theſe enjoyments to my ſoul, to the 
praiſe and adoration of his love. Here 
was. I permitted to dwell as under the 
pavilion of the goodneſs of God, yet. 
not without ſomething to combat with in 
my ſecret exerciſes. 


I thus perſevered on comfortably for 
two years after my marriage, when the 
L3 


„ 
beſt Phyſician, whoſe penetrating ' eye 
faw the malady of my ſoul, prepared a 
bitter cup for the purging out a venom 
that lurked there, which I had ſucked 
in from the malicious adverſary of truth ; 
before, and even after, my going to 
meeting, and which remained to this 
time. Hence iſſued a fiery trial, by which 
my profeſſions of love and atection: were 
to 50 N 


92 This may well be as a ſecond part of 
my hiſtory, and is the moſt trying, as | 
it went very near to my ſpiritual, as well 
as temporal, life. This war was not with 
fleſh and blood, but with the Majeſty on 
high; under the prince of the power of | 
the air, who rules in the children of Al 0 
obedience. - 


I vs before obſerved, that to be an 
Iſraelite indeed, had attracted my deſires; 
but little did J ſuſpect what I had to un- 
dergo, before my heart was cleanſed from 


( 115 ) 
guile, and delivered from that wrath 
which the enemy had been heaping up in 
me. againſt the day of wrath, 17 7 


To n this heavy relation, I 
muſt go back to my childhood, and ſay, 
that the firſt time I ever heard a woman 


_ preach, from a prejudice imbibed from 


my companions, and, probably, an aver- 
fion in my own nature, I thought it very 
ridiculous; and the oftner I had opportu- 
nities to ſee it, the more I ſecretly de- 
ſpiſed it. At the time that TI joined with 
friends, this was one of my ſtrongeſt ob- 
jections to them ; but I endeavoured: to 
filence it, by concluding | that others 
might do as they pleaſed, and ſo would I. 


1 ä Nav 
My aunf, as I have hinted, gave me 
many remembrances thereof, as ſhe 
knew my diſlike to it, from my former 
confeſſion; and, I have no doubt, the 


_ ſerpent, by means of this prejudice, in- 


jected his venom the deeper; for ſince 
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I have found out his workings, T 
have remembered a ſecret fear, which 
IT had at times on this account, and 
which this cunning enemy had allayed, 
by reminding me of my many proteſta- 


ever, continued, that F ſhould certainly 
come to be a preacher; which greatly 
diftreſſed me: the allowance of women's 
preaching being the only diſlike I had to 
the diſcipline and order of the church ; 
yet ſtill I ſatisfied myſelf with many in- 
conſiderate reſolves againſt it. 


But here I may remark a good oppor- 
tunity allotted me for the ſhaking off 
| thoſe ſhackles which the fiend was faſt- 
ening on me; but which J loſt, and have 
remembered it many times with ſorrow. 


Being in diſcourſe with a friend, he 
frankly aſked me, if I had any ſcruples? 
or whether I was ſatisfied with the prin- 
ciples of friends? I ſtopt ſhort in my 


tions againſt it; The apprehenſion, how- 
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mind, apprebengang. if I ſhould men- 
tion women's preaching, he would think, | 
I ſpoke with regard to myſelf. Thus 
was I baffled ; and I anſwered, that I 
was ſatisfied in the principle itfelf, At 
that lime my idea of preaching was, that 
it was an act of love and friendſhip, ſe- 
parate from obedience; and glad could 
Lhave been, like Moſes, if all the Lord's 
people had been ſo inclined; women 
cee, 


1 continued ht for ſome years, til 1 
became ſuch a ſlave to my fears, that I 
could not ſay, * Thy will, O Lord, be 
done.” But, like Naaman, the captain of 
Syria, would fain be excuſed from this 

thing. I now began to believe that ſuch 
expoſures. were ſomething more than 
voluntary offerings, and was convinced, 
from many proofs, that my ſtate had been 
as clearly ſpoken to by my own ſex, as 
| the other ; yet, ſuch was my perverſe. 
neſs, that, one day, I had much ado to 
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ſtay the meeting, though I could not 
help OY within myſelf, that 
it would have been an acceptable teſti- 
mony, had it come from a man. So 
great was my prejudice; but greater, yes, 

may I ſay, infinitely greater, were the 
condeſcenſions of God; for 1 was ſtill 
favoured in my waitings with a ſenſe of 
his living preſence. The myſteries of 
true divinity were opened to my un- 
derſtanding, and through the influences 
of divine love has my cup overflowed - 
with ſuch acknowledgments as theſe ; 
Oh, my beloved! if thou dealeſt ſo 
bountifully with me, my breaſt will be too 


narrow to contain thy love; oh! with- 


hold thy hand, or I ſhall certainly ſpeak 
of thy goodneſs to others.” And, I really 
believe, had I embraced that opportunity, 

and joined with the Lord in his workings 
on my mind, I ihould have been delivered 
from my fears, and eſcaped thoſe croſs 


_ occurrences I have ſince waded through: 


but here my poor ſoul ſhrunk from 
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the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe yoke, to 
the paſſive mind, becomes ealy, and 
his burden light. Yet ſuch was 
my weakneſs, that, through ſhort- 
ſightedneſs, and the falſe ſuggeſtions of 
the enemy, I ſtarted aſide; and may 
truly ſay, the longer I carried my bur- 
den, the heavier it proved: and 1 now 
have, with regret, to look back and con- 
feſs, that inſtead of cloſing with the vi- 
ſitations of love; I joined with my in- 
veterate enemy, and reſolved not to wait 
for, or encourage any farther diſcove- 
ries. Thus did I harden myſelf, wretched 
creature that I was; and when I have 
felt the power of the Almighty moving 
with love upon my mind, I have no leſs 
than ſaid ; I will have no more under- 
ſtanding ; ; and ſundry times ſhut mine 
eyes upon the book that has been, as it 
were, put into my hand, when. the beſt 

of interpreters has been near, and fo 
_ withſtood that tender love which fol- 
lowed: me; and I have riſen from my 


- 
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chair, to fix my thoughts on other ob- 
jects. 5 


My ſoul is really affected with the 
goodneſs of God, in the continuation of 
his mercies towards me; and under a 
ſenſe of the horrible ſlate I was then in, 
whilſt the worſt of enemies had full rule: 
and He, who ſhed for me his moſt pre- 
cious blood, wavrejetted, at the hazard 
of the ſalvation of my ſoul; ſitting down 
far ſhort of a true Iſraelite. 


Thus went 1 on, ſlifling conviction; 
till 1 was lulled into a ſpiritual lethargy. 


where J lay, till the compaſſionate God, 


Who wills not the death of a ſinner, was 
pleaſed to arouſe me to a conſideration 
of what I had been doing; and I found 
enough to do, to keep from ſinking under 
the bitter reflections I'had brought upon 
mylelt, by my rebellious proceedings; and 
yet, through the unutterable goodneſs of 
God, I was again revived by his favours, 


I Þ 
Having got alittle recovery from this 
ſlate of deep afflittion, I was viſited with 
weakneſs of body ; ſo that both myſelf 
and others thought 1 was nigh unto 
death; but it pleaſed the Lord, in an un- 
expected hour, to give me this aſſurance, 
* Thou ſhalt not die, but live to declare 
What I have done for thee.” This was 
ſtill fo contrary to my defires, that 1 
could not rejoice at all at the aps 
ing of my days; for now I did believe 
thould certainly be tried. Oh! the days 
and nights of conflict that followed this 
mination. My countenance changed, 
wy health ſeemed daily impaired ; the 
ſolitary places were made witneſſes of 
wy grief; and, as the years increaſed, ſo 
did my exerciſe, till I had another viſita- 
non of ficknefs, and was, to all appear- 
ance, paſt recovery. Moſt willingly 


would 1 have yielded unto death; chuſ- 

ing rather to die, than live to be any more 
diſobedient; and it pleaſed the Lord to 
prove me again and again in the ſecret of 


M 
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my foul, whether I would live to be 
obedient to his requirings, or die; and 
my choice was, rather to die, than live 
to be a preacher. Vet it pleaſed him in 
his wiſdom to raiſe me again, contrary to. 
the expeRation of thoſe that beheld me: 
none of whom, at this time knew any 
thing of the exerciſe of my mind, 
| which increaſed to ſuch a degree as can- 
not well be expreſſed. My body would 
tremble as a thing ſhaken; and my groans 

| were like thoſe of a dying man. But 
now I had learned, by dear experience, 
to cleave unto the Lord; aud when I 
have felt the power; what, if I ſay, of his 
might; I ſought out places moſt proper to 
receive it, and bowed in proſtration. From 
the weight whereof I have paſſionatelx 
or aſſectionately burſt forth in this lan- 
guage, Lord, what wouldſt thou have 
me to do?” And as I believed it was a 
preparation for a further exerciſe, I of- 
ten begged he would be pleaſed to make 
me able to bear whatever he ſhould think | 
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meet in his wiſdom to lay upon me; and, 
indeed, ſweet was his love and merciful 
his dealings, many times renewing his 
covenant with my {oui. Yet here I was 
not to continue, dur led again to the 
teſt of my ee 


denen in meeting, in a comfortable 
frame of ſpirit, I found a motion in my 
ſoul, moving me to worſhip God in 
vocal prayer; and, although I had known 
the ſame power in my own chamber, 
and with pleaſure ſubmitted to it there, 
vet here, not yielding to the impulſe, 
my heart, and all that was within me, 
became confuſed: the whole fabric was 
ſhaken; and this was taken notice of 
by a friend that ſat behind me, who, as 
ſoon as meeting was over, aſked me how 
I did; ſaying, ſhe was ſure I had been 
ill. 1 anſwered, I was but indifferent; as 
well I might. This ſeemed a good cau- 
tion to me, as I deſired to __ 5 ex- 
erciſe to myſelf. 


Not many more ineetings paſſed be fore 
was tried again; when I fixed my body 
as firm as I could, but found it impoſſi- 
ble to ſtill my mind. I knew too well how 
it was with me; though the whiſperer 
would perſuade me it was all imagination. 


In this way did I trifle fo long, that 
the diſpleaſure of the Almighty ſeemed 
hot againſt me, and life and death were 
ſet before me. I was all in confuſion, 
both at home and abroad, wiſhing myſelf 
any other creature; and here I moiled 
and turmoiled, till I could bear it no 
longer; and, at length, concluded it beſt 
to break it to a friend; when he ſignified, 
it had been for ſome time in the ſecret 
of his thoughts, that ſomething: of that 
fort lay upon me; and, though I here 
proved, that it was not in man, by the 
force ol argument and tender advice, to 
ſubject my ſtubborn will; yet I received 
ſome advantage from it, and acknow- 
ledged the truth of chat advice, which 


are PR — 
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I did not cloſely follow, but became in 


myſelf as a piece of contradiction. Some: 
times I would follow the Lord, and 


then reſolve otherwiſe, 1 went to meet- 


ings as a ſlave to hig labour. At home, 
. durſt not ſit down in ſolitude, being 


fare to meet with judgment; and into 


company I could not go, without wound- 
ing myſelf, by pretending to be what 1 
was not; leſt I ſhould be ſuſpected grave; 


concluding, every one that looked on 
me en knew how i it was with me. 


Thus was! n as betwixt the up- 


per and the nether millſtone, often wiſh- 
ing for death, and that I never had been 
born: ſo great was my ſtraight, I could 
not go back again, becauſe I was notable 
to ſhake offtheprinciple of truth; and had 


thoughts of flinging myſelf into the jaws 
of death. Yet, ſor ever praiſed be the name 


of the Lord, his mercy withheld the de- 
vourer, and preſerved me; giving me to ſee 
into his falſe inſinuations, and to believe 
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that the life, which was in his power to take 
at his pleaſure; would-not be a ſufficient 
atonement for. thoſe rebellions I had been 
guilty of; and I was brought to an ab- 
horrence of thoſe thoughts which I had 
been made to conceive. - And herein 
did the goodneſs of the Lord appear ſo 
evident, that I reſolved to keep cloſe to 
meetings. But, alas! when there, in- 
ſtead. of keeping. cloſe to my exerciſe, 
I, through fear, kept myſelf from it, and 
Tat, as it, appeared to me; empty, void, 
and waſte : empty of thoſe deſires I 
uſed to poſſeſs; void of all that was good; 
and walte, as being laid afide by the Al- 
mighty; and all through a ſlaviſh fear 
that I could not draw nigh to God, I 
ſat as though I had nothing to do, but to 
'fee with a wiſhful eye others partake of 8 
of that food, which my ſoul ſtood in need 
of; yet my ſtate was different from thoſe 
who are at eaſe in Zion; for when 1 
have looked at thoſe who, I thought, 
were in a right frame of mind, the 


ſeemed to be-ſeeding at the Lord's table, 9 


whilſt my hungry ſoul ſtood in a ſtate of 
eſtrangement from him, without courage 
ſ 10 ior we ne crumbs. 


si it Was with me many days; till 
in one meeting, growing faint, a ſtate of 
drowſineſs overtook me, a thing which 
I was,not naturally given to; yet ſo far 
did it prevail, that I was forced to pinch 
myſelf, to keep awake, Now I thought 
mylelf worſe than ever I was in my life; 
for, in my childhood, I had the form, 

which I left, to. poſſeſs the power; yet 
here I found not ſo ealy an acceſs as 1 
had expected; and though I ſought, and 

ſought; inſtead of meeting with my true 
friend, I met with my enemy, dreſſed in 
the doctrine of election and reproba- 
tion. This 1 had been led into ſome 
years before, and now had much ado, 
through the ſenſe of my own unworthi- 
| neſs, to ſhake it off; - labouring hard 
againſt the temptation of deſtroying my - 
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ſelf, and fooliſhly wiſhing ſome accident 
would do that office. But here the riches. 
of God's grace again appeared. 1 was 
brought to ſee and acknowledge, that, if 
my ſoul periſhed eternally, the Lord was 
but juſt in his dealings with me; and 
theſe conſiderations had ſome effect: I 
deſired to be brought back to my former 
ſlate, that 1 might have acceſs to his 
power, be a witneſs of his love, and tried 
once more. My pen ſurely would fail, 
ere I could fully ſet forth the condeſcen- 
ſions and long-ſufferings of the goodneſs 
of my Creator towards me. I here knew 

my pardon ſealed; but my peace laſted not 
long; for I was quickly tried again and 
again; andflillIdidnotgive up. Iwas ſen- 
ſible that I flinched from that power 
which was ready as a hand to help me; and 
therefore worſe and worſe, ſaid Ito my 
my ſoul. It will never be better withthee, 
ſuggeſted the enemy. I knew not which 
way to turn; I was weary of my own 
obſtinacy. I would now ſee what 1 | 


—— 
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could gain by ſelf-mortification ; and as 
I could not work, I would eat but little. 
I ftudied ſeveral ways to afflict myſelf; 
and have thought, glad ſhould I be, if I 
had no. tongue. Here again I had cauſe 
to know the old prompter to be near ta 
augment my diſtreſs; which, with my 
own, diſobedience, made the whole crea- | 
tion appear to be againſt me. Oh! I 
was in ſuch perplexity, that I ſaid, Now 
ſhall I fall by the hand of my enemy. I 
freited, and chafed at myſelf, and every 


thing about me, and could not come at 
wie. l, 


wy one time, as 1 was ſeriouſly refledt- 
ing on my ſituation, theſe thoughts paſſed | 
my mind, and ſurpriſed me; If thou be 
aGgd of power, make me willing.” This . 
was no ſoone er paſt, but they were followed 
2 quick, in compariſon, as lightning, by, 
Soul, deteſt thou this preſumption; for 
though 1 he is a. God of power, it is in his, 


time e he will Wee A was aſtoniſhed, 


* 
and ſaid, Lord, what is it?” and i it came 
thus before me; There is war in heaven, 
Michael and the dragon.” When the 
| flutter was over, I remembered the pal- 
ſage where i it is ſaid; In the day of my 
power, my people ſhall be a willing 
people; and I was conſolated by it. 
There alſo fell out another ſingular oc» 
currence about this time, which I can- 
not well omit. I was fully perſuaded in 
myſelf, that if I wenton in this obſtinacy. 
my houſe would be laid waſte; and, within 
a month afterwards, we had, in the view 
of many ſpeQators, a wonderful deliver- 
ance from fire; during which, whilſt 
| others were buſy, in conſidering how it 
ſhould happen, I was as buſy in reflecting 
on myſelf as the cauſe; and it weighed me 
down in humble acknowledgments unto 
God, for his merciful preſervation. The 
world, in a comparative way of ſpeaking, 
ſeemed now to be near an end with me; 
and, as if a total eclipſe was drawing on; 
every ſcene and object looked gloomy; and 
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which ever way I turned my eye, an 
angry God appeared. There was no 
ſhelter for me; nothing now to defend 
myſelf with, or way of eſcaping; and na- 
ture muſt yield... In a' little time the trial 
came again; and, in that moment, the 
enemy of my ſoul ſuggeſted, that if I got 
up, I ſhould not be able to ſtand; but, 
thanks to the Almighty, I-was ſtrength- 
ened to try, and found him a liar. The 
expreſſion of a few words produced a 
bleſſed change. There ſeemed now a new 
heaven and a new earth; old things paſſed 
away, and all things belonging to my 
ſtate, became new; no more guilt for paſt 
diſobedience remained; but new em- 
braces and new covenants filled up that 
Joyful day. Yet I looked forward witn 
anxiety to another meeting day; and 
though I formerly thought meeting? did 
not come faſt enough, yet now they 
ſeemed to come too ſoon. In two or 
three of them, I ſat under a degree of 
laviſh ſcar; yet truly deſired to keep my 
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integrity und obedience. At length, a 
ſecond trial came; I was moved to kneel. 
down, and, while I viewed the place, my 
foul ſecretly. breathed thus before the 
Lord, © Here is the place of my execu- 
tion ;” and ſeeing the boſs, This! is the 
block whereon I mult yield up the pride 
of nature, for a teſtimony of my obedi- 
ence; remember me, oh Lord ! and the 
conflicts that I undergo to ſerve thee. 
Accept, O Lord, the ſacrifice.” I then 
kneeled down; and when I aroſe, this 
came into my mind; *the life that I muſt 
now live, muſt be by faith in JeſusChriſt.” 


Thus perſevered I inobedience, which 
wrought- unſpeakable ſatisfaction, and 


brought my ſoul, by degrees, out of the 


place: of thraldom and bondage; and 
thus, by the goodneſs of God, were the 
ſtrong holds of fin and 'fatan brought 
down, and the joy of my falyation re- 


ſtored. Meeting-times and days were 
pleaſant again, whilſt my ſoul worſhipped 
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the living God, as in the houſe of prayer; 
and whilſt 1 ſtand as on the bank of deli- 
verance, reſounding hoſanna in the high- 
eſt; having the harp of thankſgiving put 
into my hands, my ſong ſhall be of mer-- 
cies and of judgments, through which 
my ſoul has been ſo far redeemed ; and 
of the victory of the Lamb; by whoſe 
Tight hand and everlaſting arm, my 
ſoul's enemies have been driven back, 
| ſcattered, and put to flight. 


Now, what have I to render to my 
God for this moſt glorious work, the 
ſalvation of my ſoul, but the humble ac- 

knowledgments of the moſt unworthy 
and vileſt of ſinners; who, by his moſt 
+ gracious condeſcendings, is enabled and 

encouraged to aſcribe honour, adoration, 
dominion and renown, with praiſes and 
thankſgiving, as due to his eternal love, 
for ever more. N | 


N 


5 An heritance beyond the grave; 
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Upon peruſal of the ſame, 
My ſoul's enliven'd with a flame 
Of holy zeal, that I may know | 
The hand of God in all I do. 

Oh, that I may therein confide, 
And by the righteous: Judge be tried: 

This is of my deſire the ſcope, | 
That of my love, my faith, and hope, 
I may not he aſham'd; and have 


Which to enjoy, Lord, grant that I 
In fear may live, and favour die; Dt, 
And that my foul may on the wing 
Of hallelujah 2 our King. 
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